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Lebanon Valley College 
Annville, Pennsylvania!

CEDAR GUIDE
Lebanon High School College Planning Guide

WHERE ARE YOU GOING? 
The Lebanon High School Counseling Department refers to all types of post-secondary educational opportunities 
as “College.”  This guide is for every one seeking some kind of education after high school.

     The process of selecting the  
right kind of education beyond   
high school and then applying 
for admission to an institution of  
higher learning is an important  
one.  However, it does not need  
to be an unpleasant process if 
done systematically and with 
attention to detail.

     No college will be 
absolutely perfect, but to find 
the “right fit,” you need to 
know a lot about yourself as 
well as research your 
“colleges of choice.” This 
guide  contains information on 

a variety of topics you will 
need to think about in order to 
select the school that is right 
for you.  

     A good way to begin your  
college search is by examining  
your own abilities, values,  
interests, and goals.

     Remember, no college you  
select will fit every criteria you  
desire but, prioritizing your  
personal values will assist you  
in realizing what factors are  
most important as you make  
decisions about your education.


!
!
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Opportunity 
One major reason to continue your education after high school is the possibility of having more options to choose from.  

Graduating from high school with a diploma is a start that will open some doors for you.  However, in our extremely 
competitive and technical world those options are shrinking.  Continuing your education, learning new and advanced skills, 
and making connections with people in the business world is critical in order to compete for employment.  You want to earn 
the advanced skills that employers desire - you need to give them a reason to hire you.
!
Salary 

There is an expression that goes, The more you learn, the more you earn.  According to the College Board’s Education 
Pays 2013 Report, a student who discontinues his or her education after earning a high school diploma will annually earn 
approximately $10,000 less than a student who earns a two-year degree and approximately $20,000 less than those who 
earn a four-year degree.  This report also estimates the lifetime earnings of American workers by educational level.  The 
report predicts $1.0 million in lifetime earnings for a high school graduate with no higher education compared with $1.27 
million for those with an two-year associate degree and $1.65 million for a four-year bachelor's degree graduate.  It literally 
pays to stay in school. !
Job Security & Satisfaction 
     According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, workers over 25 years old who possessed at least an associate degree 
in 2012 experienced a lower unemployment rate than the national unemployment rate for workers 25 years of age and over 
(6.8 percent).  Also, the 2013 College Board report states that individuals with a college education are more likely to express 
satisfaction with their employment by 20%.  Not only will more education help you earn a higher paying salary and help 
insulate you from a tough job market but, it will also help you enjoy the work you do and be more satisfied with your 
employment.  
!
Lifelong benefits 
   The College Board 2013 report has concluded that higher education rates are associated with less smoking, more 
exercising, a healthier diet, and a longer expected life span. In addition, obesity rates among children are negatively 
correlated with their parents’ education levels.  

Why Should I Continue My Education After High School?
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Options After High School
The type of education you decide to pursue after high school is greatly dependent upon the career field 
you would like to enter.  Some professions require a four-year degree or bachelor’s degree, while others 
may require a two-year degree better known as an associate degree.  Still, other fields require a specialized 
training program which could include an associate degree or other certification.
!
Four-Year Colleges and Universities 
One of your options after high school is to pursue a four-year degree.  A student who is pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree will spend, on average, four years in college studying a variety of topics.  The idea of the 
four-year degree is to not only train the student in his or her specific area of study or major but to also give 
him or her a well-rounded educational background.  Students at four-year programs will study English, 
math, sciences, and social studies in college along with other general education requirements that they 
need to take in order to meet the demands of their degree.  Typically once a student has taken some 
general education classes, he or she begins to take classes in his or her major area of study.  However, 
getting a four-year degree is often not the end.  Many professions, such as teaching, accounting, 
engineering, and nursing, require a certification that is earned by passing a standardized test specifically 
designed for that career field.  Still, other career fields will require that you earn a graduate degree such as 
a master’s or doctoral degree. These degrees require more time and advanced study in your field.
!
Two-Year Schools / Community Colleges 
Some students enroll at a community college to earn a two-year degree or associate’s degree and transfer 
after the first two years to a four-year institution, or they may choose a career program designed to prepare 
them for a job when they finish.  Most community colleges operate under an open admissions policy.  The 
good news is that open admissions means that if you apply to the college, you will be accepted.  However, 
you must still take a placement test in order to determine which classes you are eligible to take.  For 
example, if you are graduating from high school, you can apply to a community college and will be 
accepted.  Once you are accepted, you will schedule a time to take the placement test.  If you score well 
enough on the test, you will be able to start college classes, but if your scores are low you will have to take 
developmental classes that will get you prepared for college classes but will not count for college credit.
!
Two-Year Schools / Technical Colleges 
Some career fields require a highly specialized and specific program of study.  If you are planning a career 
in carpentry, masonry, industrial machine technology, automotive technology, or welding to name just a 
few, you will need to enter a technical college.  A technical college will typically offer a specialized two-year 
degree often referred to as an Associate in Applied Technology.  Some junior colleges are large enough that 
they are able to offer associate degrees in many areas including programs typically offered at a technical 
school.
!
Armed Services 
Opportunities in education and training are available for men and women in all branches of the armed 
forces.  All branches of the services require that recruits have earned their high school diploma and have 
reached a specific score on their ASVAB test.  This score requirement varies with each of the branches.
!
Apprenticeship Training 
At times, the training lasts only a few days or a few weeks while some occupations might take a year with 
frequent retraining as the employee advances in the company. Companies will often finance all or part of 
the training for students who want to take job-related courses. As a result, increasing numbers of 
employees are working toward high school diplomas or college degrees with financial assistance from 
employers.
!
Workforce 
Some students choose to go directly into the workforce after high school. There are many reasons as to 
why one may select this path.  However, students that will find the most success in entering the workforce 
directly from high school are those that have studied at their local career technology centers.  These 
students are equipped with some basic skills that will enable them to enter the workforce and have a better 
opportunity of being gainfully employed.
!
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LEBANON HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELING DEPARTMENT THE RANGE OF POST-SECONDARY OPTIONS                   

TYPE OF 
TRAINING

DESCRIPTION OF 
TRAINING & GOAL OF 

TRAINING

LENGTH OF 
TRAINING

WHERE TO 
OBTAIN 

TRAINING

On-the-Job Training 
(OTJ)

Employer-designed training 
established for the worker to gain 
the necessary work skills while he 
is getting paid on the job. 

A few weeks to a few 
months employer

Diploma or Certificate 
Program

Short-term programs with the goal 
of gaining entry level employment 
or attaining additional skills for a 
higher job level.

6 months to one year

CTC 
technical schools 
community colleges 
junior colleges 
some universities

Military Training

All branches provide skill training.  
After discharge, students can use 
their GI Bill to pay for college.  
Those who serve for 20 years can 
retire with full benefits.

3 or more years of skill 
training

Army 
Navy 
Air Force 
Marines 
Coast Guard

Apprenticeship 
Programs

Industry-based programs that train 
workers on the job and in the 
classroom setting.  Upon 
completion, the worker gains 
journeyman status in the specific 
industry.  Apprentices are paid as 
they complete the program.

3-4 years employers in 
industry

Associate Degree 
Programs

Terminal two-year degrees with the 
goal of gaining entry level 
employment in a specific career.  
Often, these workers begin 
employment after attaining an 
associate degree and work toward 
additional degrees at the 
employer’s expense.

2 years
community colleges 
junior colleges 
many universities

Bachelor Degree 
Progams

Four-year degrees with a 
combination of general education 
course work and a specific major.  
The goal is to prepare for entry 
employment in a specific field 
requiring a bachelor degree.

4 years

liberal arts colleges 
private colleges 
public colleges  
public universities

Graduate & 
Professional Degree 

Programs

Post-graduate studies in fields such 
as law, medicine, and Ph.D. or 
other professional fields.  The goal 
is to attain employment in a 
specific and focused field.

1-5 years depending on 
course of study

certain colleges 
universities

POST-SECONDARY TRAINING
w h i c h  o p t i o n  s u i t s  y o u ?
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Your college search process starts 
with a hard look within.  In order to find 
the right fit, you need to look at your 
strengths and weaknesses both 
personally and academically.  Begin this 
process by asking yourself some 
questions.
!
• What are your favorite classes? !
• What skills do you want to acquire? !
• Why do you want to go to college? !
• What are your strongest attributes 

and where do you need to improve? !
• Which activities do you participate 

in and what do you want to pursue 
in college? !

• What are your standardized test 
scores?  Do your grades and test 
scores reflect your ability? !

• What type of campus environment 
is right for you? !

• Is there an academic area that will 
need some extra attention/tutoring 
in college? !

• What are your long range goals?
Where do you see yourself in ten 
years? !

• What career do you find most 
interesting?  !

• What are you passionate about? !
• How far away from home are you 

able to attend college? !
• Are you considering a specialized 

or uncommon major? !
• Are you considering the military? !
• What are your talents and how can 

you best utilize them? !!

!

How Do I Begin The College Search?

Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania!

University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Bucknell University 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania!

Pennsylvania College of Technology 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania!

There 
are over 300 post-

secondary institutions in 
Pennsylvania and over 8,000 

in the United States
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There are over 3,000 four-year, two-
year, vocational and technical colleges 
and universities in the United States 
ranging in student population from 100 
to 50,000.  Some offer a few academic  
programs of study promoting a 
concentration in the programs offered. 
Others offer an extensive list of majors.


The selection process would  
become incredibly confusing  and 
time consuming if you attempted to 
compare all aspects of every college.


All institutions will promote their 
majors and describe the benefits they 
have to offer.  The following are some 
primary factors you may wish to 
consider when interested in a particular 
institution:
!
Academic Programs/Major 

 A major is the main course of topics 
you will study in college.  If you attend 
a four-year college, you will most likely 
have to take general education 
requirements that all majors have to 
complete, before starting your major 
area classes.  If you enroll in a two-year 
college, you will have fewer general 
education requirements.  This will 
enable you to begin studying your 
major courses earlier in your college 
career. 
    Deciding on your major can be 
difficult and intimidating; however, it 
should be the most important factor in 
deciding where you want to attend 
school.  Some majors are fairly 
common and you will have a choice of 
several colleges to attend; however, 
there are also majors that are unique.
!
Location 
     When deciding on a college, the 
location of the campus is important.  
You need to ask yourself the question, 
“How far away from home am I willing 
and able to go?”   

     The distance from home can make a 
big difference both emotionally and 
financially.  If you attend a school that is 
several hours away, you might be 
limited in the number of home visits you 
can take during the year because of the 
distance and the costs associated with 
travel.  
     When considering locations, it is 
also important to examine what other 
opportunities the surrounding area can 
offer.  Are you in an area that offers you 
the opportunity for internships and 
other unique experiences?


What type of environment will  be 
most favorable to your  education?  Are 
you more  comfortable in an urban or 
rural  setting?  How far away from 
home  do you want to be?
!
Environment 
     The environment or surroundings of 
the college can be very different.  Are 
you most comfortable in an urban, 
suburban,  or rural setting?  Schools 
located in large cities typically have 
better public transportation systems 
that make it much easier to get to 
attractions and events.  Rural 
environments might be able to provide 
students with a more quiet and relaxed 
atmosphere where various activities are 
organized on campus. 
     Each setting has its advantages and 
disadvantages, but the most important 
factor to determine is what fits best for 
you.  To truly get an idea of the 
environment you will feel most 
comfortable in, it is important to travel 
to the college for a campus visit.
!
Size 

The size of the student body can 
make a significant difference in the 
facilities, majors offered, and how 
comfortable you are on campus.  

College enrollments can range from a 
few hundred students to several 
thousand.
!
Facilities 

When considering campus facilities, 
you want to examine the programs, 
services, and physical structures that 
will not only assist you in being 
successful academically, but also those 
things that will enhance your overall 
health, well being, and college 
experience. 
     Some factors are common concerns 
for all students, such as the quality of 
the food, the residence halls and 
campus security.  However, other 
services may be more directed to your 
area of study such as laboratory 
research facilities, internship 
opportunities, and study abroad 
programs to name a few.      
     When deciding on a college, it is 
important for you to examine what 
factors are most important to you and 
then try to find the school that matches 
your most highly valued aspects.  No 
college will be perfect, but you should 
be able to find several colleges that 
meet your most important needs.
! !!
!

California University of PA 
 California, Pennsylvania

How Do I Choose A College?
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Your college application will 
ultimately be  examined by an 
admissions committee and  each 
college will have its own 
requirements.  Generally speaking, 
most schools will be interested in the 
following criteria:
!
Grade Point Average 
     Your grade point average (GPA) is 
typically calculated by dividing the 
total amount of quality points earned 
by the total amount of credit hours 
attempted. Your grade point average 
may range from 0.0 to a 4.0.  Your GPA 
could be higher than 4.0 if you had 
honors or advanced classes.   
     Colleges will review your grade 
point average when deciding on 
accepting or denying a student.  A 
higher GPA sends the message that 
you are dedicated to your studies and 
are serious about your future.   
   Different colleges have varying GPA 
requirements, and they may range from 
very selective to open enrollment.
!
Standardized Test Scores 
     The SAT and ACT are two 
standardized tests many colleges 
require students to take as part of the 
admissions process.  Your scores are 
compared to other students’ scores 
across the country and to others that 
are applying to the same college as 
you.   
  A good score on the SAT or ACT is 
supposed to be a predictor of the 
possibility that you will be successful in 
completing college level work.  Others 
argue that the SAT and ACT measure 
what you have learned.  Still others 
disagree with using standardized tests 
as a factor in deciding college 
acceptances. 
   The reality is that many colleges still 

require the tests and if you want to be 
admitted to that school, you have to 
meet their standardized test 
requirements. 


Larger universities will often place 
more  importance on your test scores 
than smaller colleges; however, this 
does not mean you won’t get  into the 
college of your choice without perfect 
test  scores.  A strong academic 
record will both enhance good test 
scores and help balance the effect of  
lower scores.
!
Activities 

Your involvement in various 
activities (sports, music, volunteerism, 
work, clubs) lets college admissions 
counselors know that you will 
contribute to the campus scene when 
you arrive.  It also sends the message  
that you are able to balance and 
prioritize your time between your 
academic demands, your sports 
schedules, and your volunteer 
activities. 
    Admissions counselors want to see 
significant involvement.  They know 
that a student who is involved in too 
many activities is probably not deeply 
committed to each one of those 
programs.  Significant involvement 
could mean that you hold a 
leadership position or that you are a 
contributing member of a club.
!
Application 

A college application can be 
completed online or a paper copy 
can also be printed in some cases.  
The application is the first contact a 
college admissions counselor will 
have with the student applying to 
college. 
   Whether the application is online 
or on paper, you need to make sure 

you are making a good first 
impression.  This is done by paying 
careful attention to all the details of 
the application.  Spelling and 
penmanship must be accurate and 
clear.  Also, make sure to answer all 
the questions that are asked and 
answer them correctly and honestly.    
    The most important thing about an 
application is making sure it is 
submitted before the deadline.
!
Recommendations 
   Recommendations are letters that 
teachers, counselors, principals, and  
employers write on your behalf – often 
as part of the application package.  In 
a typical letter of recommendation, a 
teacher will discuss your academic 
ability, work ethic in class, your ability 
to work with others, how you respond 
to correction, and your general 
attitude. 
   The more information a 
recommender has about you before 
writing the letter,  the better the letter 
will reflect the whole you and your 
abilities.  Students asking for letters of 
recommendation should complete an 
academic resume that lists their school 
and community activities, volunteer 
experiences, and future plans.  Giving 
an academic resume, to the person 
from which you are requesting a letter 
of recommendation, will greatly assist 
them in writing you an excellent 
reference.


How Do Colleges Choose Students?

Pennsylvania College of Art & Design 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
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L e b a n o n   
H i g h  S c h o o l

H o m e  o f  t h e  C e d a r s
SELECTIVITY DEFINED 

Selectivity can be defined as the percentage 
of applicants who gain acceptance to a 
particular college.  This is also referred to as 
the acceptance rate.	


Selectivity varies based upon the desired 
major for which the student is applying.  
For example, entrance to LVC is very 
selective with most students scoring around 
1050 on the two-part SAT and having a 
GPA over 3.25.  But if an applicant desires 
their highly selective Physical Therapy 
program, the rigor for acceptance increases 
with an acceptance rate of less than 10%.	


HOW TO PREPARE YOURSELF 
(1) Begin researching your top schools in 9th 

grade.  Find out their typical admission 
standards and if there are specific criteria 
that must be met to be considered for 
acceptance.	


(2) Analyze your interests (what you like) and 
aptitudes (what you are good at).  Research 
careers that include both...not just one or 
the other.	


(3) Redefine your career goals throughout high 
school.  Just because you want to be a 
medical doctor in 9th grade does not mean 
you should pursue this pathway if your 
interests or levels of success in required 
courses do not meet the criteria for success 
in this pathway.	


(4) Be realistic.  If you are interested in a 
career that has very little opportunity in the 
future, research related careers (that 
include your interests/aptitudes) which 
might provide greater future opportunity.	


(5) Be who you are!  If you do not enjoy school 
and prefer to work with your hands, then 
pursue your passion.  Just because you are 
a good student does not mean you must 
attend a four-year college.  Post-secondary 
education includes technical schools and 
military options.  Put your efforts into what 
will make you successful and happy for a 
lifetime of work.	


(6) In high school, take the hardest courses you 
can handle while earning an A or B in each.  
Competition makes it more difficult every 
year to get into the college of your dream!	


C O L L E G E  
A D M I S S I O N S  

C R I T E R I A  

SAT & ACT 
✓ The SAT is the most widely 

utilized college entrance 
exam.  Colleges typically use 
scores from the Critical 
Reading and Math portions 
and disregard the Writing 
score.  The national mean is 
1000 for the two-part score.	


✓ The ACT is popular among 
west coast schools, but is 
accepted across the country.  
It is a viable alternative to the 
SAT and includes a section of 
Science.	


GPA 
✓ High school grade point 

average of all courses.  This 
may be weighted due to 
Honors/A.P./college courses.	


CLASS RANK 
✓ Your ranking in comparison 

to classmates in your 
graduating class.  This is of 
growing importance for 
private liberal arts colleges.	


EXTRACURRICULAR 
✓ Activities beyond the 

classroom are vital to the 
chance of acceptance.  These 
include: sports, clubs, music, 
community service, volunteer 
work, religious involvement, 
employment, leadership skills, 
summer educational 
programs...anything that 
makes you stand apart from 
other applicants.

POST-SECONDARY OPTIONS & ODDS pg. 1 LHS COUNSELING DEPARTMENT                                                                      

C O L L E G E  
S E L E C T I V I T Y  

HIGHLY SELECTIVE 
✓ These are the most difficult 

schools to get accepted.  
Examples are the Ivy League 
schools (Harvard, Yale, 
University of Pennsylvania, 
Columbia, etc), Stanford, MIT, 
Duke, and Johns Hopkins.  
Acceptance rates are typically 
below 10%.	


VERY SELECTIVE 
✓ These are very difficult 

schools to gain acceptance 
and typically have an accpance 
rate below 30%.  Examples 
are Temple, Penn State (main 
campus), University of 
Pittsburg, and many private 
schools like LVC and 
Susquehanna University.	


SELECTIVE 
✓ These schools require an 

average standardized test 
score and high school GPA 
around 3.0 or higher.  They 
include the PA state schools: 
West Chester, Millersville, 
Kutztown, IUP, etc.  The 
typical acceptance rate is 
around 60%.	


LEAST SELECTIVE 
✓ These schools require a high 

school diploma and some 
form of specific admission 
standard, such as a GPA 
qualification or placement 
exam proficiency scores.  
Examples include technical 
schools and community 
colleges.
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L e b a n o n  H i g h  S c h o o l
P o s t - S e c o n d a r y  O d d s  o f  A c c e p t a n c e

POST-SECONDARY OPTIONS & ODDS pg. 2 LHS COUNSELING DEPARTMENT                                                                      

COLLEGE ENTRANCE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS 

!
MILITARY ENTRANCE 

Entrance into the military requires a high school diploma plus a qualifying score on the ASVAB exam.  This does NOT include 
entrance into military colleges that are highly selective (such as West Point or the Naval Academy).	


!
WORKFORCE ENTRANCE 

There is no specific requirement to obtain general employment after high school, but maximizing your efforts at LHS will provide the 
greatest opportunity to be hired into a company.  These items would include: specific course work (such as CTC) to make you 
marketable to a specific job, references (and recommendation letters) from former teachers/principals/counselors, and community 
service/leadership shown while in high school.  If your goal is to get a job after high school, at a minimum, you should leave with a 
completed resume, letters of reference from LHS staff (at least 2), and some form of training from specific courses or the CTC.  You 
will be competing for jobs with the rest of the world, including those with college degrees!	


SELECTIVITY 
LEVEL GPA SAT 

(CR & M)
ACT 

(composite)
ACCEPTANCE 

RATE

Highly Selective 

(e.g. Ivy League)
3.9 1450 32 10% or less

Very Selective 

(e.g. PSU & Temple)
3.5 1150 27 30% or less

Selective 

(e.g. Millersville & IUP)
3 930 21 60% or less

Least Selective 

(e.g. Thaddeus Stevens & 

HACC)

2.0 (technical schools) 

N/A (community colleges)
N/A N/A

100%  

(if  basic criteria is met)

MILITARY BRANCH MINIMUM ASVAB SCORE (AFQT)

Army & Army National Guard 31

Marines 32

Navy 35

Air National Guard 35

Air Force 40

Coast Guard 45

COMPLETE PRIOR TO GRADUATION

Resume (include all below plus any past work experiences)

Letters of  Recommendation (minimum 2) (from teachers/principals/counselors)

Specific Training (from LHS courses or CTC programming)

Community Service (volunteer time to help others)

Extracurricular Activities (be involved in a sport or other school activity)

Leadership (be in charge of  something)
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You have to be a genius to get into college. 
False.  It is a buyers’ market and there are over 5,000 colleges in 

the country.  This means that there is a college out there for everyone.  With

that in mind, the better grades you have the more options you can

create.  Think of your grades as an academic economy.  A’s and B’s are more

valuable than C’s and D’s.  With these higher grades, you have bought yourself

more opportunities or more choices.  We all like choices - hard work and good

grades create those options.
!
Most students are rejected from the college of their choice. 
False.  Most students are accepted to their first or second choice of colleges. A

bigger factor that effects where you commit to college is the cost.  Any advisor

will tell you to apply to multiple schools based on admissions standards;

however, you should also apply to several schools for financial reasons.  You

may get into your first choice of colleges but the financial aid package you

receive at your third choice school might be significantly better.
!
My test scores are too low. 
Test scores are not the only criteria that colleges examine when considering

your application.  Admissions counselors will review your grades, the classes

you’ve taken, your activities, essays, and recommendations.  Large schools

and more selective colleges will place more emphasis on test scores, but there

are many institutions that place less importance on standardized test scores.
!
I can’t afford to go to college. 
False.  College is expensive and does require a substantial commitment,

but you have to remember there are many sources of aid that you have to

investigate.  A good idea to keep in mind when borrowing money for college is

to keep your debt low enough that you don't have to spend more than ten 

percent of your post-graduation pretax income on student loan bills.  In other

words, determine what a first year employee in your potential field will be paid

and figure out what you can borrow.  A future engineer or computer scientist

may have more flexibility than a teacher or someone in the social services.  The

general idea is that most people will have to borrow some money for college

but you don’t want to put yourself in an impossible financial position once you

graduate.
 !
Colleges will protect, control, and properly guide me. 
False, Colleges will offer many services to assist you in reaching your goals but

it is up to you to take the initiative to seek help.  Colleges offer tutoring help,

writing centers to assist you with term papers, computer centers, research and

statistics and office hours to meet with your professors.  The difference is that

colleges will not seek you out.  You are paying for these services.  You need to

take the initiative in order to take advantage of them. 
!
Once I’m in college, everything will be okay. 
False.  Over 50% of the college freshmen do not graduate from the college

where they begin.  There are a lot of intelligent young men and women that

begin college but never finish.  Why?  Part of the reason is that they don’t take

the decision to go to college seriously.  They just think it is the next logical thing

to do without putting serious thought into their future planning.  Others are not

able to manage their new found freedom and don’t have the necessary self

discipline to balance work with fun.  Still others never learned what it means

to be a good student.  Going to college is a big decision that requires your

serious time and attention.

Myths About College

Harrisburg Area Community College 
 Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

The Art Institute of York 
 York, Pennsylvania

Kutztown University 
 Kutztown, Pennsylvania
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   The SAT and ACT are two 
standardized tests many colleges 
require students to take as part of the 
admissions process.  Your scores are 
compared to other students’ scores 
across the country and to others that 
are applying to the same college as you.   
A good score on the SAT or ACT is 
supposed to be a predictor of the 
possibility that you will be successful in 
completing college level work.  Others 
argue that the SAT and ACT 
measure what you have 
learned.  Still others 
disagree with using 
standardized tests at all as a 
factor in deciding college 
acceptances.  The reality is 
that many colleges still 
require the tests, and if you 
want to be admitted to that 
school, you have to meet 
their standardized test  
requirements. !
Which test should I take?      
   The Scholastic 
Achievement Test 1 – 
Reasoning Test, more  
commonly known as the 
SAT, has traditionally been more 
common  with colleges on East and 
West coasts, while universities in the 
Mid West and South prefer the 
American College Test or ACT.  
However,  policies are changing and 
you may have your choice between 
tests when applying to college.  

   If your strength is English and writing, 
then you might want to consider taking 
the ACT test. The ACT English section 
is comprised of questions based on 
passages that you either have to 
correct or  improve. The SAT writing 
section is similar, but on the SAT test, 
there are also improving sentences and 

identifying sentence errors. In other 
words, if your strength is in English and 
writing, the ACT could provide a better 
vehicle for showcasing your talents.


If your strength is in math or 
science, or rather, if English and writing 
is your weakness, consider taking the 
SAT test. The math on both tests is 
about the same, but the SAT writing 
section has fewer passages to correct 

or improve. Both sections have reading 
sections, but the SAT has a mix of long 
and short passages.
!
Let the Colleges Decide 

Colleges usually specify either on 
their application or on their website 
what tests they accept or urge you to 
take. Clearly, if your prospective college 
requires that you take the SAT test, 
then there's no question of SAT vs. 
ACT. Check with the colleges to find 
out for sure.
!!!!!

Final Thought 
If you still don't know what test to 

take, the best way would be to take a 
practice SAT test and a practice ACT 
test. Which test do you score higher on 
(percentile-wise)? Which test format are 
you  more comfortable with? Go with 
the test that you think you will do better 
on. Taking both the SAT test and the 
ACT test is also an option. Also keep in 
mind that some colleges and 

universities require that 
you take SAT subject 
tests, so if you're good at 
English and writing, you 
can take the SAT Writing 
Subject tests to show 
your skills. (Source: 
www.studybeans.com/ 
act/sat_vs_act.html)
!
What do my test scores 
mean? 
The average SAT score 
is approximately 1000 
and the ACT average 
score is about 21 but  
remember, test scores 
are only a portion of 

the many factors college 
admissions counselors  consider. 
They also consider class rank, 
grade point average (GPA), and 
the competitiveness of your high 
school. A higher class rank will 
frequently counterbalance lower 
test scores.  However, if you are 
seeking admission to highly 
selective colleges, standardized 
test scores are very important.  
Check the minimum test 
requirements of the colleges that 
are of interest to you  and ask your 
counselor and teachers for 
information on ways to prepare 
and improve your test scores.


To register for the SAT or ACT and to view the most recent test 
dates and registration deadlines visit the web sites below.
!

WWW.COLLEGEBOARD.ORG
!
WWW.ACT.ORG


Comparing The SAT And ACT
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SAT ACT
Sections 3 Critical Reading (20-25 min each)   


3 Math (20-25 min each)        

3 Writing (10-fifteen min each)   

1 Experimental (25 min of   

  Reading, Math, or Writing

1 English (75 questions-45 min)

1 Math (60 questions-60 min)

1 Reading (40 questions-35 min)

1 Science (40 questions-35 min)

1 Essay (optional, 30 min)
!

Length of Test 225 minutes 

(3 hours 45 minutes)

205 minutes with essay portion

(3 hours 25 minutes)
!
175 minutes without essay portion

(2 hours 55 minutes)

Scoring 200-800 per section

600-2400 overall

2-12 essay

0-36 per section

0-36 overall

2-12 essay score

Average Score National Average Score for class of 2013
!
CR          496

Math       514

Writing    488

National Average Score for class of 2013
!
Composite Score - 20.9

English - 20.2

Math - 20.9

Reading - 21.1

Science - 20.7

Guessing Penalty -1/4 for each wrong answer No penalty.  A blank answer is scored the 
same way as a wrong answer

Math Content Numbers and operations

Algebra and functions

Geometry and measurement

Data analysis. statistics and probability

54 questions - 70 minutes

Pre-Algebra/Elementary Algebra

Intermediate Algebra/Coordinate 
Geometry

Plane Geometry/Trigonometry

 (only 4 questions include Trigonometry)

60 questions - 60 minutes


Science Content Not tested Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Earth & 
Space Science

English Content Improving sentences

Identifying sentence errors

Improving paragraphs

Usage/Mechanics

Punctuation, grammar and usage, 
Sentence structure, 
!
Rhetorical Skills

Strategy, organization and style

Writing SAT writing is not optional and focuses 
on grammar.

ACT writing is optional and focuses on 
editing skills.

Vocabulary Very important - a good vocabulary is 
critical.  Have to be a good reader.

Important - but not as critical as the 
SAT.  Have to be a good reader

Comparing the SAT and ACT by the Numbers
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Resources To Learn More About The ACT & SAT
Number 2.com - www.number2.com"
Free online test prep for ACT and SAT.
!
Test Prep Review - www.testprepreview.com"
This web site offers assistance for over 50 standardized tests including the ACT, SAT, ACCUPLACER and ASVAB.
!
The College Consensus - www.collegeconsensus.com/blog/sat-or-act 
The College Consensus Blog is dedicated to providing the latest news, information and opinions on college rankings, 
student reviews, and other college search tools. The link above will lead to an article comparing the ACT and SAT.
!
The Princeton Review - www.princetonreview.com"
The Princeton Review offers test tips and test taking strategies for various standardized tests.
!
eSat Prep Tips.com - www.esatpreptips.com/comparison-of-act-and-sat-tests 
This blog was created by Christian - who is self-employed as an SAT prep tutor.  The blog has a lot of detailed information 
about the SAT, SAT prep, SAT study resources and ratings.  The blog also has information comparing the ACT and SAT.
!
Study Hub - www.studyihub.com/comparison-between-sat-and-act-test"
This site offers detailed information on many standardized tests.
!
Good Luck ACT - www.goodluckact.com/act-or-sat"
Good luck ACT presents free information and test taking tips for taking the ACT.
!
Chicago Academic - www.chicagoacademic.com/blog/bid/233005/Should-You-Take-the-ACT-or-the-SAT"
A blog offering more advice to help you make a decision between taking the ACT or SAT.
!
Spark Notes - www.sparknotes.com"
Assistance and study guides in many areas.
!
Bell Curves - http://blog.bellcurves.com/blog/2013/04/17/act-vs-sat-myths-and-legends"
The Bell Curve exists to provide access to high quality test preparation and educational services, especially to underserved 
and disadvantaged communities. It accomplishes this mission by researching, recording and understanding the deficits that 
exist in its target communities and creating solutions that supplement already existing services.
!
CNN - www.cnn.com/2014/03/05/living/sat-test-changes-schools"
This selection from CNN discusses the changes that will be taking place in the SAT test beginning in 2016.
!
Major Tests.com - www.majortests.com/sat/wordlist.php"
Offers assistance for several standardized tests including SAT word lists.
!
ACT - www.actstudent.org/sampletest/"
The ACT student website offers everything you need to know about the ACT including detailed information about each test 
section.
!
SAT - sat.collegeboard.org/home"
Everything you need to know about the SAT: Practice questions, test registration, test content specifics, etc...
!
Study Guides and Strategies - www.studygs.net/tstprp8.htm

Study guides offers lots of advice for test taking including dealing with test anxiety.
!
Shmoop - www.shmoop.com

Shmoop offers learning guides and assistance in every academic subject area including test preparation.
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There is no good substitute for a campus visit.  It is one of 
the most important aspects of the college decision making 
process. Students should plan to visit all the colleges in 
which they are seriously interested, taking enough time at 
each one to develop an accurate understanding of campus 
life.
!

Try to visit colleges while classes are in session to get a 
true idea of what campus life is like.  If you can’t get to a 
campus during class time, go when you can.  A visit in the 
summer is better than not visiting at all, and you may 
receive more personal attention due to the less hectic 
schedule.
!
10 Tips for a Better College Visit !
1. Be prepared 
Research the college prior to your visit and prepare some 
questions for your interviewer and tour guide.  You don’t have 
to memorize every fact about the school you are visiting, but 
you should know the basics.
!
2. Be yourself 
Dress comfortably but neatly.  Be relaxed and friendly. 
Participate in the conversation.  Express yourself and 
don’t let your parents do all the talking.
!
3. Make an appointment 
Making an appointment well in advance of your planned 
visit ensures that the admissions personnel are prepared for 
your arrival.  Also, be sure to arrive on time.
!
4. Take notes and pictures 
You will be taking in a lot of information in a short amount of 
time.  Be sure to document your thoughts and feelings while 
traveling home or shortly after the visit. Thoughts and 
emotions will fade quickly so use the college comparison 
chart to organize your evaluation.
!

5. Don’t try to do too much  
If you try to see more than one college in a day, you may 
get information overload and may not form an accurate 
view of the school.  If the colleges are close geographically, 
this may be possible, but be careful of trying to get too 
much done at once.    
!
6. Visit the dining hall 
You can take in a lot more than the quality of the food while in 
the cafeteria.  Sit with students if possible and take notice of 
how they interact with each other and their conversations 
about the college.
!
7. Meet people 
Ask to talk to current students and professors, and 
request an opportunity to sit in on a class.  Ask 
students their opinions of the college and be sure to 
ask for negatives as well as positives.  Ask professors 
what it will take to be successful at this college.
!
8. Explore 
Take advantage of the opportunity to break away from the 
pack and venture out on your own. See some other things on 
campus that might not be part of the regular tour.
!
9. Don’t wait 
Don’t put off your college visits until it’s too late to fit them all 
in.  Try to make your visits before you apply, so you can 
determine if you and the college are a good match.
!
10. Stay over 
If at all possible, make arrangements to stay over at the 
college you are considering.  This will give you a great 
opportunity to interact with students and observe many 
aspects of campus life.

24 locations throughout Pennsylvania

The College Visit
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✓ Admissions Counselor

✓ Financial Aid Counselor

✓ Professors in your major

✓ Students

✓ Dining Hall

✓ Library


✓ Residence Halls

✓ Coaches. players, music directors

✓ Classrooms

✓ Health Center

✓ Gym / Campus athletic facilities

✓ Bookstore

Pittsburgh Technical Institute 
Oakdale, Pennsylvania!

Allegheny College 
Meadville, Pennsylvania!

Grove City College 
Grove City, Pennsylvania!

People, Places & Things To See During A Campus Visit

• How comfortable was I on campus? 

• Were people friendly and helpful? 

• Will the library suit my needs?
!
• Am I comfortable with the distance from home? 

• Did they have my major?  Do they have other majors I might be 

interested in if I decide to change my major? 

• Are there cultural events available throughout the  year? 

• Are there clubs and activities to join? 

• Are there research opportunities or internships available in my major? 
!
• Does the school have a career planning and placement office? 

• What kind of social activities are planned?

• How safe is the campus?

• What do students do on weekends? Do they all go home or hang 

around on campus?

• Will the career services department help me find employment?

• If I move out of a dorm after freshman year, what are the options 

in apartment complexes or buildings?

• Are there academic support programs?

• How accessible are faculty members outside of class?

• Could I see myself learning and spending more time here?  

Questions To Ask Yourself After the Visit

Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
Indiana, Pennsylvania!
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A College Evaluation Chart is included 
with this planning guide to help you 
identify the factors that are most 
important to you and to help select 
which schools are most compatible with 
your needs.
!
Questions admissions 
counselors might ask !
•  Why have you chosen to apply to this 

college? 

• What books have made a lasting 

impression on your way of 
thinking? 


• What are your career goals? 
!
• What are your strongest academic 

areas in school? 

• What are your weakest academic 

areas?

• Where do you see yourself in ten 

years? 

• What do you expect to gain from 

attending this institution? 
!
• What is the most significant  

contribution you have made  to your 
school?
!

Questions you should ask admissions 
counselors !
• Why do students select this  

college? 

• What do students enjoy the  

most? 

• What kind of services are  

available for career counseling?

• How are roommates  

selected? 

• Are computers/internet access 

easily accessible on campus? 

• What appliances are permitted in 

the residence halls? 

• How safe is your campus? 
!

• How comfortable will I feel walking 
through your campus alone at night? 


• What are your strongest  
majors? 


• When must I choose a  
major? 


• What is the cost per year  
including tuition, room and  
board, books, and fees? 
!

• What percentage of the freshman 
class will graduate from your 
college? 
!

• What is the student to faculty ratio? 

• What kinds of financial assistance are 

available? 

• Are there scholarships offered in my 

area of interest? 

• Does the financial aid office require its 

own financial aid application in 
addition to the FAFSA?
!

Questions to ask professors !
• What arrangements are made 

for advising and tutorial 
assistance? 
!

• Who teaches introductory  
courses, professors or 
graduate students? 


• Do you accept Advanced 
Placement credit? 


• Are research opportunities 
available? 
!

• What opportunities exist for 
independent study and study 
abroad? 
!

• What type of a high school 
background are you looking for 
in a successful student? 


• What percentage of graduates 
are working in their chosen 
field of  study? 


• What are typical course  

requirements; exams, research 
papers? 


• What is the average class size? 

• Are the professors readily 

available to assist students? 

• Are classes more lecture 

based or discussion based?
!
Questions to ask students !
•  What do students do during the 

weekends? 

• What do you enjoy most about this 

college? 

• What do you dislike? 
!
• What is the dining hall like? How is 

the food? 

• How are the facilities on campus?

• How safe is the campus? 

• Can freshmen have cars on 

campus?

• Why did you choose to come to this 

school? 

• How much time do students typically 

spend on homework?

• What are the major campus issues?


!

Questions, Questions, Questions

Elizabethtown College 
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania!
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!
How To Prepare For A College Fair

     A college fair gives you the opportunity to meet with many college admissions representatives at once in the same 
location.  College fairs are not quite as good as on campus visits, but you can conveniently gather a great deal of 
information quickly.   This research can help you gather the essential information that helps you to ultimately apply 
and visit the colleges of your choice.  Be aware of information overload.  There are more colleges present and more 
information available than you can take in.  In order to have an effective experience, you need to plan ahead.
!
Follow the map 
   With most college fairs, you can print or view a list of the colleges that will be attending the fair.  This gives you the 
opportunity to highlight colleges that match your most important factors.  Once you have the list, you can research 
the colleges online to see what they have to offer.  This also helps the flow of conversation when you are speaking 
with admissions counselors when they know you have been doing your homework.  Also, once at the fair, you will 
receive a map that will help you locate the schools.  There may be as many as 500 colleges represented so it’s a good 
idea to plan your route. !
Use your time wisely 
   Is it the majors they offer, the distance from home or the facilities they have available on campus?  Whatever the 
case, make sure that the schools you are interested in can meet your most important needs.  There may be hundreds 
of colleges represented at a college fair but if two hundred of them are too far from home or don’t offer your major, 
then you can delete them from your list.  Be prepared to ask the college representatives the questions that are most 
important to you.  Don’t waste time with student to faculty ratio or whether freshmen can have cars on campus.  Are 
these questions important?  Yes - but are they the critical questions you want answered?
!
Pack your bags 
   What should you bring to the fair?  Well as you read previously, make sure you have a list and map of the colleges 
that are attending the fair.  Have a notebook so you can jot down some questions and important facts.  Make sure to 
bring a copy of your Cedar Guide with you to the fair.  You are considering college and a lot of decisions regarding 
your future - it is time to look the part of a serious student. 
!
First impressions are lasting 
   When meeting college representatives, be sure to clearly introduce yourself while shaking hands and letting them 
know what high school you are attending.  Have your most important questions ready to ask - don’t make your 
parents do all the talking.  If they have information cards available, fill them out and make sure to thank them for their 
time.
!
Follow through 
If you had a good conversation with a college representative and you are interested in applying to that school, it’s a 
good idea to reconnect while you are applying.  Send the admissions counselor an email reminding them that you 
met at the college fair.  Let them know that you enjoyed the conversation and that you have decided to apply.  It will 
help them to put a name and face together with your application materials.  
!
        For a list of national and state-wide college fairs visit the sources below 

Pennsylvania Association for College Admission CounselingNational Association for College Admission Counseling

www.nacacnet.org www.pacac.org
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     Financial aid is money, that helps 
a student meet the costs of  post-
secondary education.  Financial aid 
money comes from the federal and 
state government, banks, private 
donors and the schools themselves.     
The awarding of financial aid is  
primarily based upon financial need, 
but may also be awarded based on 
merits such as  academic abilities, 
athletic  abilities, interests, or group 
affiliations.


 You must apply for need-based  
financial aid each year.  The  
information you report when applying 
is used in a formula which calculates 
the amount of money expected to be  

contributed by you and your family.  If 
there is a difference between what you 
and your family are expected to  pay 
and what the education will cost, the 
school will attempt to make up the 
difference with financial aid.


 You can apply for need-based  
student aid by filling out the “Free  
Application for Federal Student  
Aid” (FAFSA).  Apply as soon as 
possible after January 1 of your  
senior year (you can’t apply  before 
this date), and be sure to  check all 
the information you provide for 
accuracy.  Having to  resubmit a form 
could take an additional 3-4 weeks 
and could cause you to miss a 


!!!!
deadline.


     In addition to completing the  
FAFSA, institutions may have  
additional forms and other  

requirements you will need to  
complete.  Be sure you understand all 
required steps, as well as the date by 
which you need to submit all 
paperwork

HOW CAN I  
AFFORD COLLEGE?

Lafayette College 
Easton, Pennsylvania!

WWW.FAFSA.ED.GOV 

What you will  need to complete your FAFSA? !
• Your Social Security Number

• Your Alien Registration Number (if you are not a U.S. 

citizen)

• Your most recent federal income tax returns, W-2s, 

and other records of money earned. (Note: You may 
be able to transfer your federal tax return information 
into your FAFSA using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool.)


• Bank statements and records of investments (if 
applicable)


• Records of untaxed income (if applicable)

• A Federal Student Aid PIN to sign electronically. (If 

you do not already have one, visit www.pin.ed.gov to 
obtain one.


WWW.FAFSA.ED.GOV
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Grants 
Financial aid you do not have to pay back; awarded based on 
financial  need. !

• Provided by the federal government in form of Pell 
and SEOG grants.  

• Provided by the state government in form of PHEAA 
state grant.  

• State grants will be lesser if you attend college out-
of-state.  

• Ask colleges about institutional grant money they 
have available. !

Loans 
Financial aid that must be repaid. !
Subsidized federal Stafford loans 
The federal government will pay the interest on these loans while 
you are  in school.  You must have “financial  need” to qualify for 
the  interest  subsidy benefits. !
Unsubsidized federal Stafford loans 
You are responsible for all interest  on this type of loan from 
the date it is  issued. The federal government  does not pay 
the interest on your  behalf.  These loans are awarded to  
students who do not demonstrate  financial need.
!

Federal plus loan 
If your parents want to borrow money to help pay for your 
education, they may borrow up to the difference between your  
educational costs and other financial aid each year.  They must 
pass a credit check in order to borrow through this  program. !
Federal Perkins loans 
The federal government provides a set amount of money per year 
to higher education institutions to provide loans to students with 
higher financial need. !
Work-study 
The federal Work-Study Program provides jobs for  financially 
needy students. Students generally work from  10-15 hours per 
week during the academic year at on-  campus or off-campus 
jobs. !
Scholarships 
Many community clubs and civic organizations in  
Lebanon County offer private scholarships.  Each year, 
Lebanon High School distributes  thousands of dollars in  
scholarship money to our graduating class.  However, you 
must apply to be considered.  See your counselor for 
details  and applications.  It is important to ask the  
colleges that you are interested in about their scholarship 
programs.

TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID

!

!

Lincoln University 
Lincoln University, Pennsylvania!

Central Pennsylvania College 
Summerdale, Pennsylvania!
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Download this fact sheet at www.studentaid.ed.gov/pubs 
2012–13

Note:  
You also might be able to get financial aid from your state government, your 
school, or a private scholarship. Research nonfederal aid early (ideally, start in the 
spring of your junior year of high school). You can find a free scholarship search 
at www.studentaid.ed.gov/scholarship. Be sure to meet all application deadlines!

Get free information and help from a school 
counselor, the financial aid office at the 
college or career school you plan to attend,  
or the U.S. Department of Education  
at www.studentaid.ed.gov or 
1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243). 
Free help is available any time during the 
application process. You should never have 
to pay for help.

1
Collect the documents needed to apply, 
including income tax returns* and W-2 forms 
(and other records of income). A full list  
of what you need is at www.fafsa.gov.  
Tax return not completed at the time you 
apply? Estimate the tax information, apply,  
and correct information later.

3

Within a few days, the U.S. Department of 
Education will send you your Student Aid Report 
(SAR)—the result of your FAFSA. Review 
your SAR and, if necessary, make changes 
or corrections and submit your SAR for 
reprocessing. Your complete, correct SAR 
will contain your Expected Family Contribution 
(EFC)—the number used to determine your 
federal student aid eligibility.

52
Complete the 2012–2013 FAFSASM between 
Jan. 1, 2012, and June 30, 2013 (no exceptions 
 to either date!). BUT, apply as soon as 
possible after Jan. 1 to meet school and 
state aid deadlines (see note at bottom of 
page). Apply online at FAFSA on the Web SM  
(the faster and easier way) by going to  
www.fafsa.gov.

4
The college or career school that you plan to 
attend might request additional information 
from you. Be sure to respond by any deadlines, 
or you might not receive federal student aid.

6
All applicants: The college or career school 
will tell you how much aid you can get at that 
school. Contact the financial aid office if you 
have any questions about the aid being offered.
First-time applicants: Review award letters 
from schools to compare amounts and types 
of aid being offered. Decide which school to 
attend based on a combination of (a) how 
well the school suits your needs and (b) its 
affordability after all aid is taken into account.

Steps to Federal Student Aid

* If you file your taxes before filling out your FAFSA online, you might be able to have your tax information automatically retrieved 
from the Internal Revenue Service and inserted in your FAFSA. The FAFSA will walk you through the process.

 current
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7 steps to completing the FAFSA  
 www.finaid.ucsb.edu/fafsasimplification/

This site offers a video tutorial on how to complete the FAFSA


!
FinAid.org 
http://www.finaid.org/scholarships/protecting.phtml

You can learn more about loans, scholarships. military aid and more.  FinAid is 

free to  everyone and has been receiving awards for the excellent content it has 

provided since 1994.

!
Smart About College 
http://www.smartaboutcollege.org/parents/pay-for-college.jsp

Smart About College provides a link to a financial aid calculator to help you 

determine your estimated family contribution.  

!
!
PHEAA 
Pennsylvania Higer Education Aid Agency

http://www.pheaa.org/

PHEAA is a great source of information for financial aid calendars, college planning, 

sources of funding, and scholarship information.

!
!

Financial Aid Resources 
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L E B A N O N  H I G H  S C H O O L

FINANCIAL AID -- THE ESSENTIAL STEPS 
1. APPLY FOR ADMISSION to your top schools, notify the LHS counseling office 

(for transcripts to be sent), and pay any application feeds.  Regularly check your email 
address for correspondence from colleges to be sure there is nothing else needed.	


Deadline Info -- Most colleges prefer applications to be received no later than December of your 
senior year.  As a rule of thumb...if you are looking to apply for admission to any highly 
selective major, you must apply to these colleges by November 1 to have a maximum 
opportunity for acceptance.	


2. COMPLETE YOUR FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov and include all colleges to which you have applied (available on 
January 1).  Completing the FAFSA will provide you EFC (Expected Family 
Contribution) that is used by colleges to determine your financial need.  The EFC is 
used by colleges to create your financial aid package.  All of your family’s tax records 
from the most recent year (both parents and student) are needed in order to complete 
the form.	


As a resident of Pennsylvania, you also need to complete an application for the 
PHEAA (Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Administration) State Grant 
Program.  There will be a link when completing your FAFSA or you can go directly to 
www.pheaa.org.	


Deadline Info -- Most colleges require that they receive your FAFSA information by April 1 in 
order to qualify for financial aid.  The deadline to apply for state grants through PHEAA is 
May 1.	


3. KNOW YOUR COSTS.  Tuition is only a portion of your total expenses.  The chart 
below displays the national average costs for all fees associated with one full year of 
college in 2013-2014.  “Other Fees” and “Personal Expenses” are estimates.

T Y P E S  O F  
S T U D E N T  A I D  
SCHOLARSHIPS	

✓ Scholarships are financial 

awards that do not need to be 
repaid.  There are requirements 
to be earned and are either 
merit or need based.	


GRANTS	

✓ Grants do not need to be 

repaid and are generally based 
on financial need.  The most 
common are Federal Pell 
Grants, Federal Supplemental 
Grants, and Pennsylvania 
Higher Education (PHEAA) 
Grants	


WORK STUDY	

✓ Federal Work Study (FWS) is 

part-time employment on 
campus as part of a financial aid 
package.  Non-FWS students 
may also apply for work from 
the college to offset costs.	


STUDENT LOANS	

✓ Federal student loans allow for 

borrowing money at relatively 
low interest rates.  They must 
be repaid.  All students will be 
eligible for some type of 
student loan.  These include 
need based and interest free 
while in college (Federal Direct 
Subsidized and Federal Perkins 
Loans) or those not need 
based that accrue interest 
while enrolled (Federal Direct 
Unsubsidized).	


PARENT LOANS	

✓ Must be repaid and include 

loans from banks or a PLUS 
Loan (Parent Loan for 
Undergraduate Students).

PAYING FOR COLLEGE - THE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS PAGE 1                                                                                      

H o m e  o f  t h e  C e d a r s

Category Public 4-Year 
College (in-state)

Private 4-Year 
College

Tuition $8,893 $30,094

Room & Board                             
(dorm & meal pass)

$9,498 $10,823

Books & Supplies $1,207 $1,253

Other Fees                                        
(lab fees, technology fees, etc.)

$2,600 $2,600

Personal Expenses (toiletries, laundry, 

cell phone, TV, social life, & transportation)
$3,400 $3,400

TOTAL COST $25,598 $48,170
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FINANCIAL AID -- THE ESSENTIAL STEPS 
4. KNOW YOUR DEADLINES.  Be sure to meet deadlines for FAFSA, PHEAA, and 

requests from the colleges for which you have applied.  Act on all requests 
immediately and do not delay.	


5. ANALYZE YOUR FINANCIAL AID PACKAGE.  Sometimes this is also referred 
to as your AWARD PACKAGE or your AID AWARD.  Regardless of the wording, it 
all means the same thing...this is what outlines what the college is giving you in grants, 
scholarships, loans, work study, and how much cash you must pay in order to enroll.  	


Please see the types of student aid and their descriptions in the column to the right.	


6. EXPLORE SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES.  Many of the LHS scholarships 
have deadlines between January and March.  There are many others that can help 
you pay for school.  Examples include: local civic organizations, religious 
organizations, parents’ employer, and private scholarships.  Below is a list of private 
scholarship search engines:	


• www.fastweb.com	


• www.schoolsoup.com	


• www.scholarships.com	


• www.petersons.com	


• www.college-scholarships.com/free_scholarship_searches.htm	


7. PAY YOUR DEPOSIT.  This is your official commitment to a college.  Pay your 
deposit to secure your opportunity to select classes and reside on campus (if desired).  
This is typically due by May 1 and the cost varies by school...but a standard fee is 
$500-$700 that is paid by check directly to the college.	


Once you have paid your deposit, contact the college to set up a time to select your 
courses and complete any required placement testing.  If offered by the school, meet 
with the advisor for your major in person before selecting courses.	


8. FOLLOW UP.  After you graduate, follow up with any organizations that you have 
earned scholarships to be sure you have followed their procedures to procure the 
money and that any checks are made payable to either the college or you (based on the 
details of the particular scholarship).  Also, follow up with the college (and PHEAA/
banks, if applicable) to be sure you meet all of their deadlines to sign for loans and 
grants.  	


9. DURING YOUR FIRST YEAR OF COLLEGE, be sure to contact the office of 
Financial Aid to discuss any issues that may arise.  Stay in contact with your parents 
about keeping good financial records, because you will need to complete FAFSA every 
year in college to maintain your financial aid.  Also of note is that you must earn 24 
new credits each year in college to qualify for financial aid for the next school year.  
Before any courses are dropped or schedules revised, speak with your advisor and 
financial aid office.	


Go Cedars!

PAYING FOR COLLEGE - THE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS PAGE 2                                                                                      

L E B A N O N  H I G H  S C H O O L
H o m e  o f  t h e  C e d a r s

T Y P E S  O F  
S T U D E N T  A I D  
SCHOLARSHIPS	

✓ Scholarships are financial 

awards that do not need to be 
repaid.  There are requirements 
to be earned and are either 
merit or need based.	


GRANTS	

✓ Grants do not need to be 

repaid and are generally based 
on financial need.  The most 
common are Federal Pell 
Grants, Federal Supplemental 
Grants, and Pennsylvania 
Higher Education (PHEAA) 
Grants	


WORK STUDY	

✓ Federal Work Study (FWS) is 

part-time employment on 
campus as part of a financial aid 
package.  Non-FWS students 
may also apply for work from 
the college to offset costs.	


STUDENT LOANS	

✓ Federal student loans allow for 

borrowing money at relatively 
low interest rates.  They must 
be repaid.  All students will be 
eligible for some type of 
student loan.  These include 
need based and interest free 
while in college (Federal Direct 
Subsidized and Federal Perkins 
Loans) or those not need 
based that accrue interest 
while enrolled (Federal Direct 
Unsubsidized).	


PARENT LOANS	

✓ Must be repaid and include 

loans from banks or a PLUS 
Loan (Parent Loan for 
Undergraduate Students).
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Scholarships Advertised at Lebanon High School
Scholarship Criteria/Area of Study Area of Competition

Albert D. & Esther Boltz Scholarship Elementary Education or Pharmacy LHS

Arletta M. Schadler Scholarship Home Economics Lebanon County

American Business Womens Association 
Scholarship

General Lebanon County

American Society of Highway Engineers Engineering Field Central Pennsylvania

Association of Builders and Contractors 
Scholarship

Construction Central Pennsylvania

Association of Corporate Council Scholarship Law field Pennsylvania

AXA Community Scholarship General Pennsylvania

Bayer's Making Science Make Sense-Senior Award Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Math, Medical

Lebanon County

Buzgon Davis Law Offices Scholarship General-one student from each 
Lebanon County School is selected 
to participate in the competition

Lebanon County

Cargill Scholarship General Pennsylvania

Carl "Gib" Gibble Scholarship Multiple criteria Lebanon County

Carrie & Marie Bucher Scholarship General LHS

Clarence Shock Foundation Scholarship State Colleges Pennsylvania Pennsylvania

Coca-Cola Scholarship Program General USA

Comcast Leaders and Achievers Scholarship 
Program

General Pennsylvania

Commerce Bank "Cash for College" Scholarship General Central Pennsylvania

Daughters of the American Revolution Scholarship Character, Leadership Pennsylvania

Eisenhauer Family Scholarship General LHS

ELKS Most Valuable Student Scholarship General Pennsylvania

Epilepsy Foundation Scholarship General Pennsylvania

Esther Z. Papson Book Scholarship Education Lebanon County

Family and Children's Services Scholarship Social Sciences/Human Services Lebanon County
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Scholarships Advertised at Lebanon High School
Scholarship Criteria/Area of Study Area of Competition

Francis J. Dixon Foundation Scholarship HACC Lebanon Lebanon County

Friends of all Animals Scholarship Veterinary medicine Lebanon County

Harrisburg Chapter of the LINKS Inc Scholarship Academics/Diversity Central Pennsylvania

Harry A. & F. Mary Laudermilch Scholarship General LHS

Hermine Solt Student Scholarship A career in secretarial, office 
technology, accounting, business 
education (including business 
education teaching.

Pennsylvania

Hershey Horticulture Scholarship horticulture, landscape design, 
botany, forestry, conservation, 
environment

Lebanon County

Horatio Alger Association Scholarship General USA

Imagine America Scholarship Career Schools USA

John and Mildred Beattie Scholarship General LHS

Kiwanis Club of Lebanon General Scholarship General Lebanon County

Kiwanis Club of Lebanon Norman Schaffer General Lebanon County

Kiwanis Club of Lebanon Archie Battistelli 
Scholarship

General Lebanon County

Kiwanis Club of Lebanon Willis Christman General Lebanon County

Lancaster-Lebanon Association of Elementary 
School Principals

Elementary Education Lebanon & Lancaster

Lancaster-Lebanon Association of Educational 
Office Professionals

Secretarial/Business field Lebanon & Lancaster

Lancaster-Lebanon Association of Elementary 
School Principals

Elementary Education Lebanon & Lancaster

Lancaster-Lebanon School Business Officials-
Kurjiaka Scholarship

Business Administration/Education Lebanon & Lancaster

Lancaster-Lebanon Secondary Principals' 
Association

Education Lebanon & Lancaster

Lebanon Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution

General Lebanon County

Lebanon Community Theatre-Kristin Troxel 
Memorial Scholarship

participation in performing or 
dramatic arts

Lebanon County

Lebanon Council PTA Scholarship Education LHS
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Scholarships Advertised at Lebanon High School
Scholarship Criteria/Area of Study Area of Competition

Lebanon County Association of Realtors 
Scholarship

General Lebanon County

Lebanon County Builders Association-"Building 
Industry"

Building Industry Lebanon County

Lebanon County Builders Association-Jankowski General Lebanon County

Lebanon County Builders Association-Members 
Only

General LCBA Member-legacy Lebanon County

Lebanon County Chapter of Pennsylvania 
Association of School Retirees

Education Lebanon County

Lebanon County Council of Human Service 
Agencies Scholarship

Human Services Lebanon County

Lebanon County Educational Honor Society 
Scholarship

Education Lebanon County

Lebanon County Federation of Women's Clubs-
Nursing Grant

Nursing Lebanon County

Lebanon County Medical Society Scholarship Medical Field Lebanon County

Lebanon Education Association Scholarship Education LHS

Lebanon Federal Credit Union Scholarship General Lebanon County

Lebanon High School Alumni Scholarship General LHS

Lebanon Valley Association for the Education of 
Young Children

Early Childhood Education Lebanon County

Lebanon Valley Chamber Foundation Scholarship S.T.E.M. careers Lebanon County

Lebanon Valley Chamber Foundation Scholarship Technical School Lebanon County

Lebanon Valley Chapter of the American Business 
Women's Association

General Lebanon County

Lebanon Valley Conservancy Scholarship Conservation Lebanon County

Leon I. Lock and Barbara R. Lock Scholarship HACC/PSU automotive Central Pennsylvania

Lou Drane Fund Music Scholarship Classical music Central Pennsylvania

Make the U-Hispanic Scholarship Fund General USA

Marguirette Bensinger Scholarship Vocal Music LHS

Marie Ambrose Levitz Scholarship Conservation, Ecology Lebanon County

Masonic Scholarship Resource Guide Varied Pennsylvania
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Scholarships Advertised at Lebanon High School
Scholarship Criteria/Area of Study Area of Competition

Members First Federal Credit Union General Pennsylvania

Metro Bank Cash for College General Central Pennsylvania

Mike Swisher Scholarship Fund General/participating in golf Pennsylvania

Moyer Longacre Memorial Scholarship General LHS

Murry Steaks Scholarship Employees Pennsylvania

Penn State Club of Lebanon County Academics-Penn State LHS

Pennsylvania American Legion Scholarships Varied Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Association of Community Bankers Bank Employees Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Association of Medical Suppliers Overcame physical challenges Pa or Delaware

Pennsylvania Big 33 Scholarship Varied Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Burglar and Fire Alarm Youth 
Scholarship Program

Police/Sheriff Department Legacy State/USA

Pennsylvania Elks State Association General Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania House of Representatives General Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania JCI Senate Scholarship Program General Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Land Surveys' Foundation Surveying Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania League of Cities and Municipalities 
Scholarship

One applicant per school-essay 
contest

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Restaurant Association Educational 
Foundation

Hospitality / Culinary Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania School Public Relations Association Communication Pennsylvania

Prudential Spirit of Community Awards Volunteerism and leadership USA

PSECU Scholarship PSECU Membership Pennsylvania

Ray S. and Lizzie S. Bicksler and Anna B. Greiner General Lebanon County

Raymond J. Coleman Scholarship General LHS

Richard C. and Frances B. Rudegeair Scholarship 
Fund

General LHS

Robert R. Lengle Memorial Scholarship Law Enforcement, Criminal Justice Lebanon County

Rodney G. De Haven Art Scholarship Art Lebanon County
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The scholarships listed above are typically sent to the counseling department at Lebanon High School.  There is some 
variety from year to year but there are over one hundred scholarships that students can review.  The applications are posted 
in the Counseling Department are advertised in the atrium and are advertised through Schoology.


Scholarships Advertised at Lebanon High School

Avoid These Common Scholarship Mistakes
Missing deadlines 
   If you miss an application deadline you have no chance 
of winning the award.  It does not matter if the 
recommendation letters are awesome and your essay is 
flawless.  If it is not handed in on time, you are out of the 
competition.  This is simply a matter of organizing your 
applications and planning ahead.  Make sure to have the 
applications complete at least a week before they are due.  
This will give you some breathing room and help you 
account for the unseen bumps in road.
!
Misspelling & grammar mistakes 
   If you do not take the time to read and re-read your 
application to make sure it is free of mistakes then you can 
bet the judges won’t give it a second look.  Scholarships 
are competitive and one mistake could tip the scales in 
your favor or to a competitor.  Take time to review every 
line of your application and be sure to have it proofread by 
a teacher or counselor.  Spell check is not enough if you 
want to win. 
!
Not following all directions   
   Essays, letters of recommendation, transcripts, photos  
and so on.  There may be a list of tedious things that are 
needed to complete your application packet but missing 
one requirement can result in elimination. Some 
applications are intentionally difficult to weed out the less 
serious students.  Make sure to include all requirements 
and do not omit information that is requested, such as 

financial information.  A generic packet may work for many 
scholarship applications but it will not work for all.  
!
Sloppy  
   You don’t want judges to struggle reading the excellent 
essay you composed because they can’t read your 
handwriting. If you have poor handwriting then type your 
application.  If this is not possible then have someone 
write it for you.  Also, make sure the application is neat 
and clean.  Your application is your only chance to 
introduce yourself to the judges.  You want to put your 
best foot forward and present a clean, clear application.   
!
Not reading the criteria 
   It is a waste of time to apply for an application if you do 
not meet the criteria. Take time to read all the directions 
and qualifications.
!
Applying for only the largest scholarships  
   Some students only think an application is worth their 
time if the award is significant.  The problem with this 
thought is that the high money awards usually have a large 
amount of applicants.  Small awards add up - so apply for 
as many scholarships as you can.
!
Not checking with your counselor 
   Your school counselor can help you locate scholarships 
that match your intended major or other criteria.  Check in 
with your counselor weekly to see if new scholarships 
have arrived that you could apply for.


Scholarship Criteria/Area of Study Area of Competition
SAE Engineering Scholarship Engineering Field Pennsylvania

Soroptimist International of Lebanon County General Lebanon County

Stella E. Metzger Scholarship General LHS

The American Society of Highway Engineers 
Scholarship 

Engineering USA

The Pennsylvania Society Benjamin Franklin 
Scholar Award

General Pennsylvania

UNCF/Hershey Foods Scholarship General-State college in Pennsylvania Pennsylvania

United Steel Workers-Hugh Carcella Scholarship Member/legacy of Steelworker 
member

USA

Valley Forge Military College-Rep Gingrich 
Scholarship

Valley Forge Lebanon County
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“The Scholarship is 
Guaranteed or Your Money 
Back.”!
No one can guarantee that they’ll!
get you a grant or scholarship.!
Refund guarantees often have!
conditions or strings attached.!
Get refund policies in writing.!
before you pay.

“You Can’t Get This!
Information!
Anywhere Else.”!
There are many free lists of!
scholarships. Check with your!
school or library before you!
decide to pay someone to do!
the work for you.

“May I Have Your!
Credit Card or!
Bank Account!
Number to Hold!
This Scholarship?”!
Don’t give out your credit card or 
bank account number on the phone 
without getting information in writing 
first. It may be a set-up for an!
unauthorized withdrawal.

“We’ll Do All The Work.”!
Don.t be fooled. There.s no!
way around it. You must apply for!
scholarships or grants yourself.

The Scholarship!
Will Cost Some!
Money.!
Don’t pay anyone who claims!
to be holding a scholarship!
or grant for you. Free money!
shouldn’t cost a thing.

“You’ve Been Selected” by 
a ‘National Foundation’ to 
receive a Scholarship, or 
“You’re a Finalist” in a 
Contest You Never Entered.!
Before you send money to apply!
for a scholarship, check it out.!
Make sure the foundation or!
program is legitimate.

Need Money for College? Check with your school counselor or local librarian for free information about current scholarships before you pay someone!
for the same.or similar.scholarship lists. To find out how to spot, stop and report a scam, contact The Federal Trade Commission toll-free 1-877-FTC-HELP or at 
www.ftc.gov.

1

2

3

4

5

6
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   An academic resume gives you the opportunity to present a great deal of 
information about yourself in a short and effective manner.  Very often, college 
and scholarship applications or award programs will ask you to write something 
about yourself.  However, there is typically not enough space provided to 
describe all the things that you are involved.  An effective resume can give 
admissions counselors, scholarship committee members, and recommenders a 
more complete picture of the many special events that you have committed 
your time to.  It is always advisable to give a copy of your academic resume to 
someone you are requesting a letter of recommendation - the more information 
they have about you, the more complete the reference can be.    

   In general, an academic resume is a summary of your scholastic experiences 
and should highlight your educational achievements, grade point average, 
standardized test scores, leadership positions, volunteer experiences, and 
personal achievements. Also, all extra-curricular activities and work experience 
should be included.  

     You can organize your resume many different ways but we suggest you start 
by listing your contact information at the top of the page. This should include 
your name, address, telephone number and e-mail address. Your high school 
name, address and phone number should follow your personal information 
under a heading titled “Education.”  You want to make it very easy for an 
individual reviewing your information to find what they are looking for quickly.  

     This is not a time to be modest and you must advocate for yourself.  If you 
have received any academic awards or honors, be sure to include these on 
your resume. Next, you will want to emphasize any leadership positions with 
your extra-curricular activities associated with school or other organizations. 
Use action verbs to describe your responsibilities as a leader. Include the 
number of years you have participated in these activities. 


Williamson Free School of 
Mechanical Trades  

Media, Pennsylvania

Lock Haven University 
 Lock Haven, Pennsylvania

Harrisburg University 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania!

Bloomsburg University 
Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania!

Creating an Academic Resume
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Personal Statement 
I am a motivated, intelligent, and hard working young lady.  Academics are the primary focus 

of my time and attention.  At the college level, I would like to study Business Administration with the 
goal of becoming a business owner.  My family has owned a sole proprietorship for 10 years and it is 
my intent to gain the training necessary to proudly take over the family business in the future.    

Academics 
GPA   4.32 
Class Rank  6/270 
SAT Scores  460 (CR), 510 (M), 490 (W) 
                                                                          
Academic Achievements/Honors 
• Superior Honor Roll recipient (grades 9-12) 
• National Honor Society (grades 11-12) 
• Rotary Student of the Month (November 2015) !
Advanced Placement Courses 
• Advanced Placement Psychology (grade 11) 
• Advanced Placement Music History (grade 12) 
                                                          
Dual Enrollment Courses 
• General Biology I – HACC (4 credits) 
• General Biology II – HACC (4 credits) 
• English Composition I – HACC (3 credits) 
• English Composition I – HACC (3 credits) 
                                             
Honors Courses 
• Honors Earth Science (grade 9) 
• Honors English 9 (grade 9) 
• Honors Geometry (grade 9) 
• Honors U.S. History (grade 9) 
• Honors Algebra 2 (grade 10) 
• Honors Biology (grade 10) 
• Honors English 10 (grade 10) 
• Honors World Studies (grade 10) 
• Honors Chemistry (grade 11) 
• Honors English 11 (grade 11) 
• Honors Pre-Calculus (grade 11) 
                                  
Language 
• French 1 (grade 9) 
• French 2 (grade 10) 
• Honors French 3 (grade 11) 
• Honors French 4 (grade 12) 

Example 
Academic 
Resume       

for the high 
school college 
bound student

James J. Example 
 101 My Street                                                                                             (717) 507-7777 (cell) 
  Lebanon, PA 17046                                        jimbo.example@verizon.net (email) 
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Extracurricular Activities 
Athletics 
• Field Hockey (grades 9-12) 

o Earned 3 Varsity letters (Freshman, Sophomore Junior) 
o Served as a team captain during senior year !

School Activities and Organizations 
• Student Council (grade 12) 

o Participated in various activities around the school !
• National Honors Society (grades 11-12) 

o Selected by teacher recommendation and minimum 3.5 GPA !
• Class President (grades 11-12) 

o Elected by peers with the approval of LHS administration !
• Key Club (grade 12) 

o Provided volunteer service to various school and community organizations !
• Quiz Bowl (grades 11-12) 

o Two year member !
Community Service 
• Toys for Tots 
• Operation Santa 
• Key Club Pancake Breakfasts 
• Salvation Army !
Church 
• Member of St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church !
Employment 
• Hershey Park (2012-2013) 

James J. Example 
 101 My Street                                                                                             (717) 507-7777 (cell) 
  Lebanon, PA 17046                                        jimbo.example@verizon.net (email) 
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   Opportunities for enlistment in the military are plentiful.  The five services offer 
hundreds of schools and thousands of courses of instruction.  This training, and the 
experience that follows, give the military veteran a real advantage in the civilian 
world.

   Enlisting in military service right after high school is an option.  The U.S. Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marines, and Coast Guard provide job training in many fields, as 
well as opportunities for enlistees to take some college-level courses.  The services 
can also help you build a college fund.

   The U.S. National Guard consists of two components:  the Army National Guard 
(ARNG) and the Air National Guard (ANG).  Its mission is to serve the state in times 
of natural disaster or civil disturbance, and the nation in time of war.  Flexible 
scheduling makes it possible for you to combine service in the National Guard with 
work or school.  The Guard meets one weekend per month and two weeks in the 
summer.  U.S. National Guard also offers educational benefits.

   Each service sets its own enlistment qualifications.  Contact your local recruiters 
for information or visit their websites regarding qualifications and program 
opportunities.


!
!!
   The ROTC program provides you the opportunity to attend a civilian college while 
studying military leadership as part of a total undergraduate program.  ROTC is a 
college elective, that requires about four hours a week.  It is offered at hundreds of 
campuses.  Applications are available upon request from college ROTC units or on 
the websites. 
   ROTC students attend college like other students, but also receive basic military 
training and officer training for their chosen branch of service through the ROTC unit 
at or nearby the college. The students participate in regular drills during the school 
year, and extended training activities during the summer. !
Army ROTC  - www.goarmy.com/rotc.html !
Air Force ROTC  - www.afrotc.com !
Navy ROTC  - www.nrotc.navy.mil !

Military Enlistment

Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC)
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WHAT IS ROTC? 
ROTC is an elective curriculum taken along with required college classes intended to produce the 
next generation of military officers.  It provides leadership training, advanced entry into military 
officer training school upon graduation, and pays college tuition. 

REQUIREMENTS 
Be a U.S. citizen between the ages of 17 and 26 
Have a high school GPA of at least 2.50 (may vary by branch) with a high school diploma or equivalent 
Score a minimum SAT or ACT score 
• Army = 920 SAT (math/critical reading) or 19 ACT composite (excluding writing) 
• Air Force = 1180 SAT (math/critical reading) or 26 ACT composite (excluding writing) 
• Marines = 1000 SAT (math/critical reading) or 22 ACT composite (excluding writing) 
• Navy = 520 SAT math, 530 SAT critical reading or 21 ACT math, 22 ACT English 
Meet the physical standards (listed below are the Army ROTC expectations upon arriving at college 
— may vary based on military branch) 
• Push-ups = 42 males & 19 females	 	 •     Two-mile run = 15:54 minutes male & 18:54 minutes female 
• Sit-ups = 53 males & 53 females	 	 	 •     Height/weight requirements (varies based on military chart) 
Agree to accept a commission and serve in an active duty or reserve component in a military branch 
(length of service may vary by branch) 

STEPS TO APPLY 
Research associated ROTC colleges for the branch of interest & requirements to be assured you 
meet the minimum standards 
Contact the ROTC department at the college(s) of interest — make sure this is what you want 
Create an online account with ROTC branch desired & begin the application process 
Contact the ROTC and Academy Liaison, Mary O’Connor, for Lebanon County to be sure you follow 
all of the required procedures  
	 (202) 226-8305 (office)	 	 	 (202) 225-6843 (cell) 	 	 mary.oconnor@mail.house.gov (email) 
Meet all required deadlines (December 1 of senior year is typical deadline for application — may vary 
by branch) 

PENNSYLVANIA COLLEGES WITH ARMY ROTC PROGRAMS 
•  Bucknell University 		 	 	 •  Lehigh University	 	 	 •  University of Pittsburgh 
•  Dickinson College	 	 	 	 •  Lock Haven University	 	 •  University of Scranton 
•  Drexel University	 	 	 	 •  Pennsylvania State University	 •  University of Pennsylvania 
•  Edinboro University of Pennsylvania	 •  Shippensburg University	 	 •  Valley Forge Military Academy 
•  Indiana University of Pennsylvania	 	 •  Slippery Rock University	 	 •  Widener University 
•  King’s College	 	 	 	 •  Temple University 

PENNSYLVANIA COLLEGES WITH AIR FORCE ROTC PROGRAMS 
•  Pennsylvania State University	 	 •  University of Pittsburgh	 	 •  St. Joseph’s University	  
•  Wilkes University	 	 	 	 *** 51 other colleges with crosstown affiliate programs *** 

PENNSYLVANIA COLLEGES WITH NAVY/MARINE ROTC PROGRAMS 
•  Carnegie Mellon University	 	 	 •  Pennsylvania State University	 •  University of Pennsylvania	  
•  Villanova University	 	 	 	 *** 4 other colleges with crosstown affiliate programs ***

ROTC 
R e s e r v e  O f f i c e r  T r a i n i n g  C o r p s
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What is the ASVAB?  The ASVAB is a multiple-choice test to determine qualification in the United States 
Armed Forces.  The test length is 2.5-3.0 hours.
!
Who can take the ASVAB?  The ASVAB can be taken by any student in grades 10, 11, or 12.  You must 
be 17 years old for the score to count toward potential military enlistment.  Any student 16 years old 
many take the exam for career exploration or to practice toward a future qualifying score. 
!
What is the cost to take the ASVAB and how do I sign up to take it?  The ASVAB is free and can be taken at 
any high school offering the exam or by contacting a military recruiter to take the exam on an 
individual basis. !
If I take the ASVAB, am I required to enlist in the military?  NO!  Taking the ASVAB may provide opportunity 
to enlist (with a qualifying score), but does NOT obligate the student to pursue a career in the military. !
If I am not interested in military service, why would I take the ASVAB?  The ASVAB is a career exploration 
tool and provides valuable information about both ability (knowledge) and aptitude (projection of 
what you are good at).  Scores in different areas of the test project ability to be successful in various 
careers. !
What is covered on the ASVAB?  There are 9 sections to the ASVAB broken down into the following 10 categories: 

General Science	 	 	 Mathematics Knowledge	 	 	 Mechanical Comprehension

Arithmetic Reasoning	 	 Electronics Information	 	 	 	 Assembling Objects

Word Knowledge	 	 	 Automotive and Shop Information	 	 Verbal Expression

Paragraph Comprehension
!

What is the minimum qualifying Military Entrance Score (AFQT) for each branch of the military? 
Army/Army National Guard = 31	 	 Air Force = 40	 	 	 	 Coast Guard = 45

Navy = 35	 	 	 	 	 Marines = 32	 	 	 	 Air National Guard = 35

ASVAB  
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery
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General Information 
• http://www.todaysmilitary.com/  (general information on military service) 

• http://www.military.com/ASVAB/0,,ASVAB_MOS.html  (ASVAB scores required for branches of the military) 

• http://official-asvab.com  (official website for the ASVAB test) 

!
Practice Tests & Test Preparation Sources 

• http://www.military.com/join-armed-forces/asvab 

• http://www.4tests.com (select ASVAB on left side of screen) 

• https://www.facebook.com/nationalguard/app_148734361817371 

• http://www.asvab.us/ 

• http://www.testpreppractice.net/ASVAB/ 

• http://www.testprepreview.com/asvab_practice.htm 

• http://march2success.com (specific to SAT/ACT prep and college bound students) 

RESOURCES
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      Military Recruiter Information 
	 	       2015-2016 
!!
AIR FORCE 

	 Technical SGT Ryan Marra

717-564-1498 Office

717-418-6586 Cell

ryan.marra@us.af.mil  Email
!

ARMY 
	 	 Staff Sergeant Carlos Montes

	 	 717-564-9391 Office

	 	 717-406-9806 Cell

	 	 717-564-9394 Fax


Carlos.Montes2.mil@mail.mil  Email
!
MARINES	  

	 SGT Bryan Weber

	 	 717-272-1900 Office

	 	 717-599-4434 Cell


Bryan.Weber@marines.usmc.mil  Email
!
NATIONAL GUARD 

	 SSG Corey J. Antal

717-376-8107 Cell

corey.j.antal.mil@mail.mil  Email
!

NAVY	 	  
	 Petty Officer Vladimir Stadnik


717-272-6811 Office

717-817-8809 Cell

vladimir.stadnik@navy.mil   Email
!

COAST GUARD 
	 4337 Union Deposit Road

	 Harrisburg, PA 17111

	 717-561-0972 Harrisburg Office

	 215-632-0568 Philadelphia Office
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What is a service academy?  The United States Service Academies are institutions of higher education 
that combine military and education.  These include West Point Military Academy, the Naval Academy, the 
Air Force Academy, the Coast Guard Academy, the Merchant Marine Academy, and the ROTC (Reserve 
Officer Training Corps).  The basic application procedure is the same for all service academies, but each 
may have individual requirements in addition to qualify for acceptance. 

If I am interested, when does the process begin?   You should begin the process in the spring of your 
junior (11th grade) year of high school.  There are many steps and they take time to complete. 

What are the academic requirements to be accepted?   There is not a specific GPA requirement, but 
applicants are expected to be taking challenging courses (e.g. Honors, Advanced Placement, and Dual 
Enrollment) and earning an A or B in those courses.  In addition, the average SAT (combination of Critical 
Reading and Math only) is 1300-1350.  In other words, top candidates score a minimum of 650 on each of 
the Critical Reading and Math portions of the SAT. 

What other requirements are there to be considered for admission?   Applicants must acquire at least 
one nomination from a Representative, Senator, or the Vice President of the United States.  It is suggested 
that you apply to at least four of these individuals to get a nomination.  Service academies are looking for 
students to be the next military leaders of the United States.  In addition to being top academic students, it 
is expected that applicants are involved in 6 to 7 different outside activities (e.g. sports, community 
service, clubs, etc.) and attain leadership roles in at least 1 to 2 of these activities. 

What are the commitments for military service?   Those who attend a primary academy attend tuition free 
for four years and graduate with leadership opportunity in the United States military.  The education is 
considered to be top in the country and provide immense opportunity both in the military and civilian life 
for graduates.  There is a military commitment following graduation and applicants need to be aware that 
acceptance into a service academy is a NINE YEAR minimum commitment. 

What are the benefits for me?   Those who attend a primary academy attend tuition free for four years and 
graduate with leadership opportunity in the United States military.  The education is considered to be top 
in the country and provide immense opportunity both in the military and civilian life for graduates.  

Are there other opportunities to get into a service academy if I do not immediately qualify?  Yes, there 
also prep schools and foundation schools.  The application process for the service academies 
automatically creates an application for a prep school.  These are also tuition free and those accepted 
spend a full year at a prep school and then are admitted into the service academy upon successful 
completion.  Foundation schools can also provide an opportunity to gain admission to a service academy, 
but this is not guaranteed.  Foundation school tuition is subsidized by the federal government, but 
approximately 50% of the tuition is paid by the student.  An example of a regional Foundation School is 
Valley Forge Military Academy.

UNITED STATES SERVICE ACADEMIES 
F r e q u e n t l y  A s k e d  Q u e s t i o n s
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CONTACT YOUR ACADEMY LIAISON 
Contact early in your junior year, so you can begin the process in the spring of your senior year. 
Contact for Lebanon County: 

Mary O’Connor 
Academy Liaison 
(202) 226-8305 (office) 
(202 225-6843 (cell) 
mary.oconnor@mail.house.gov (email) 

!
WRITTEN APPLICATION 

Complete by October of your senior year. 
Components of the application: 
(1) General information five-page packet 

a. demographics 
b. extracurricular activities 
c. athletic activities, community/volunteer/spiritual activities, and outside awards/honors 
d. employment history, SAT/ACT scores, candidate fitness assessment (includes: push-ups, 

mile run, shuttle run, basketball throw, pull-ups, and sit-ups), criminal information, and 
general information on any other political nominations sought 

e. medical information 
(2) SAT/ACT scores (SAT code = 5259) (ACT code = 7640) 
(3) Essay (two, single-spaced, typed pages) on the topic: “Saying “I love my country” is an assertion 

of attitude and emotion.  How should that translate into a citizen’s actions, especially one who 
aspires to military service?” 

(4) Three letters of recommendation 

!
INTERVIEW 

Complete in your senior year as scheduled for you. 
Interview basics: 
(1) Interviewed by a committee including your U.S. Representative 
(2) Duration is approximately 45 minutes !

UNITED STATES SERVICE ACADEMIES 
T h e  A p p l i c a t i o n  P r o c e s s
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Job Corps 
1-800-733-5627

Basic Requirements 
‣ Age = 16-24 
‣ Citizenship = must be a U.S. citizen 
‣ Income = personal income level must be below 

$10,000 per year (if under 18, income level 
relates to entire household income) 

Additional Requirements 
‣ NO outstanding fines over $500 
‣ NOT currently on probation 
‣ NO pending court hearings 
‣ NO felonies on record 
‣ NO IEP students with significant needs

13 Locations in Philadelphia Region

What Job Corps Provides

General Contact Information 
 www.jobcorps.gov        1-800-733-5627                 

‣ Automotive Repair 
‣ Bricklaying 
‣ Business Technology 
‣ Carpentry 
‣ Cement Masonry 
‣ Certified Nursing 

Assistant 

‣ Computer Service 
Technician 

‣ Data Entry 
‣ Electrician 
‣ Facilities Maintenance 
‣ Food Service 
‣ Health Occupations 

‣ Heavy Equipment 
Mechanics/Operator 

‣ Hotel Clerk 
‣ Landscaping 
‣ Manufacturing 
‣ Material Handling 
‣ Medical Office Support 
‣ Network Cable Installer 

‣ Painting 
‣ Plumbing 
‣ Retail Sales 
‣ Security Officer 
‣ Tile Setting 
‣ Truck Driver 
‣ Welding 
‣ …and more!

‣ Free room & board (all meals & housing) 
‣ Free education (including all materials for field of 

study) 
‣ Opportunity to earn diploma or GED 
‣ 675 vocational hours of instruction & work 
‣ Cash bonus paid to students upon graduation 

(varies based on incentive program) 

‣ Job placement assistance for 1 full year following 
program completion 

‣ Career preparation education to equip students 
with the skills to find employment & succeed in 
job interviews 

‣ 13 different Job Corps centers in the Mid-Atlantic 
region providing various programs

Programs of Study Offered

Local Contact Information (2015) 
Christina M. Ortega 
Admissions Counselor 
2001 N. Front St., Suite 335 
Harrisburg, PA 17102 

ortega.christina@jobcorps.org (email) 
(717) 233-7305 (office) 
(717) 525-2420 (cell) 
(717) 233-8615 (fax) 

CONTACT 
& BASIC 

INFO

4 Locations in Pennsylvania
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Job Corps
TRAIN for a career.
Job Corps staff works with each student to create individualized 
personal and career development plans that put and keep 
students on the track to success. The most successful students 
stay in the program between 1 and 2 years.

Most students live on campus in dormitories. While enrolled in 
the program, students receive meals, basic medical care, and a 
living allowance.

LIVE on center and make new friends.

•  Offers hands-on career 
training and education 
at no cost to students.

•  Serves low-income 
young people ages 
16 through 24.

•  Has 126 locations 
across the country.

•  Helps change lives!

LEARN the necessary academic and  
real-world skills to be successful.
Job Corps offers hands-on training in more than 100 career 
technical training areas, including Automotive Maintenance  
and Light Repair, Carpentry, Office Administration, and Welding. 
All career technical training areas are aligned with industry 
credentials and are designed to meet the requirements of 
today’s careers. Job Corps also offers Advanced Training for 
students who want to take their education to the next level.

CONNECT with resources before and  
after graduation.

doljobcorps doljobcorps

(800) 733-JOBS [5627]
¡Llámenos, nosotros hablamos español!

www.recruiting.jobcorps.gov

Administered by the U.S. Department of Labor, Job Corps is the nation’s largest career technical training and education program for low-income 
young people ages 16 through 24. Job Corps is a U.S. Department of Labor Equal Opportunity Employer Program. Auxiliary aids and services are 
available upon request to individuals with disabilities. TDD/TTY telephone number is (877) 889-5627.

Job Corps graduates have the support they need to start a  
successful career, go to community college, or join the military. 
Counselors assist students with their resumes and job search,  
    and connect them with housing and transportation options  
       and child care services.

Success Lasts 
A Lifetime!

50-398  8.15

Local Contact Information (2015) 
Christina M. Ortega 
Admissions Counselor 
2001 N. Front St., Suite 335 
Harrisburg, PA 17102 

ortega.christina@jobcorps.org (email) 
(717) 233-7305 (office) 
(717) 525-2420 (cell) 
(717) 233-8615 (fax) 
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09.14

What is Job Corps?
Job Corps is the nation’s largest career technical training and 
education program for low-income young people ages 16 through 
24. Established in 1964, Job Corps serves approximately 60,000 
young people each year and takes pride in its diverse student 
population, welcoming all who qualify.

WHERE IS JOB CORPS?
There are 125 Job Corps centers 
located in 48 states, the District  
of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.   
To support all of the centers,  
Job Corps manages outreach, 
admissions, and career transition 
operations at hundreds of 
locations nationwide.

TRAINING AND EDUCATION
The Career Development Services System (CDSS) 

is Job Corps’ way of providing 
seamless services to students, 
including recruitment, education, 
career training, job assistance, and 
transitional support services after 
graduation. 

Upon joining Job Corps, each 
student works with staff to develop 
an individualized Personal Career 
Development Plan (PCDP) to stay 

on track for success.

Students can receive hands-on training in career areas 
such as Construction, Finance and Business, Health 
Care, and Information Technology. Additionally, 
Job Corps is committed to the development of green 
job training and preparing students for careers in 
fields that will lead to a cleaner, more energy-efficient 
future. 

Job Corps students participate in on-the-job training 
at real work sites through work-based learning 
opportunities. In the academic classroom, students 
have the opportunity to earn a high school diploma 
or the equivalent, and learn employability and 
independent-living skills.

AFTER GRADUATION
Job Corps works with its 
graduates to help them find good 
jobs in high-growth industries 
with employers across the country.  
Employers save time and money by 
hiring skilled Job Corps graduates 
who are trained on industry 
procedures and equipment.

Job Corps graduates receive transitional support 
services, including help locating a job, housing, child 
care, and transportation.

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
Contact www.jobcorps.gov

or (800) 733-JOBS [5627].
¡Llámenos, nosotros hablamos español!

doljobcorps                  doljobcorps

Administered by the U.S. Department of 

Labor, Job Corps is the nation’s largest career 

technical training and education program for 

low-income young people ages 16 through 

24. Job Corps is a U.S. Department of 

Labor Equal Opportunity Employer Program. 

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon 

request to individuals with disabilities. TDD/

TTY telephone number is (877) 889-5627.

While enrolled in the program, 
students receive housing, meals, 
basic medical care, and biweekly 
living allowances.

Job Corps also has a strict Zero 
Tolerance Policy for drugs and 
violence. Since Job Corps is a 
self-paced program, and lengths 
of stay vary, students may remain 
enrolled for up to 2 years.
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Wondering 
Who’s Eligible                  

f or       Job       
 Corps?

For 16- t o  
24-year-olds*  
ready t o w ork 
t ow ard a 
successf ul  f ut ure, 
Job Corps’  f ree 
educat ion and 
career t rain ing 
program is a 
great  p lace t o  
st ar t .

* The maximum age limit  may be w aived 
if  the applicant is a person w ith a 
documented disability.

Young people w ho are school 
dropouts, runaw ays, foster 
youth, parents, or homeless 
are w elcome to apply.

Because Job Corps is a 
voluntary program, students 
choose to enroll in the program 
and may exit  at  any t ime. 

A person is el ig ib le f or  Job Corps i f  he 
or she m eet s t he f o l low ing cr i t er ia:

� Is a legal U.S. resident; lawfully admit ted 
permanent resident alien, refugee, asylee, or parolee, 
or other immigrant who has been authorized by the 
U.S. at torney general to work in the United States; or 
resident of  a U.S. territory.

� Meets low-income criteria.

� Is in need of  addit ional technical t raining, 
educat ion, counseling, or related assistance to 
complete schoolwork or to �nd and keep a job.

� Has signed consent f rom a parent or guardian if  
he or she is a minor.

� Has a child care plan if  he or she is the parent of  a 
dependent child.

� Does not exhibit  behavioral problems that  could 
keep him, her, or others f rom experiencing Job Corps’ 
full bene�ts.

� Does not require any face-to-face court  or 
inst itut ional supervision or court-imposed �nes while 
enrolled in Job Corps.

� Does not use drugs illegally.

Administered by the U.S. Department of Labor, Job Corps is the nation’s largest career 
technical training and education program for low-income young people ages 16 through 
24. Job Corps is a U.S. Department of Labor Equal Opportunity Employer Program. 
Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilit ies. 
TDD/TTY telephone number is (877) 889-5627.

Connect  w it h us onl ine:
w w w .recrui t ing.jobcorps.gov     w w w .jobcorps.gov           dol jobcorps             dol jobcorps
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PHILADELPHIA REGION

CAREER TECHNICAL 
TRAINING AREAS
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A D V A N C E D  M A N U F A C T U R I N G 
WELDING S z z z z z

A U T O M O T I V E  A N D  M A C H I N E  R E P A I R
ADVANCED  COLLISION STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS  
AND DAMAGE REPAIR S

ADVANCED AUTOMOTIVE HYBRID ELECTRIC VEHICLE S
ADVANCED COLLISION NON-STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS  
AND DAMAGE S

ADVANCED COLLISION DAMAGE ANALYSIS  
AND ESTIMATING S

ADVANCED COLLISION MECHANICAL  
AND ELECTRICAL COMPONENTS S

ADVANCED COLLISION PAINTING AND REFINISHING S
ADVANCED COLLISION PLASTICS AND ADHESIVES S
ADVANCED COLLISION REPAIR AND REFINISH 
TECHNICIAN (CRRT) S

ADVANCED HYDRAULICS S
AUTOMOBILE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY z

AUTOMOTIVE PARTS z
BASIC COLLISION - NON-STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS  
& DAMAGE REPAIR z

BASIC COLLISION REPAIR - PAINTING & REFINISHING z
BASIC COLLISION REPAIR - STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS  
& DAMAGE REPAIR z

BASIC COLLISION MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL 
COMPONENTS z

HEAVY CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT MECHANIC z z

MAINTENANCE - LIGHT REPAIR z z z z
MAINTENANCE REPAIRER HELPER - STATIONARY 
ENGINEERING z

MAINTENANCE REPAIRER - STATIONARY ENGINEERING z

MASTER AUTOMOBILE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY z

MHDT ADVANCED BRAKES S
MHDT ADVANCED DIESEL ENGINES S
MHDT ADVANCED DIESEL HYDRAULIC HYBRID 
VEHICLE TECHNICIAN S

MHDT ADVANCED DRIVE TRAINS S
MHDT ADVANCED ELECTRICAL/ELECTRONICS S
MHDT ADVANCED GASOLINE ENGINE S
MHDT ADVANCED HVAC S
MHDT ADVANCED PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE  
AND INSPECTION S

MHDT ADVANCED SUSPENSION AND STEERING S
MHDT ADVANCED ULTRA GREEN CLEAN  
DIESEL TECHNICIAN S

OFF CENTER TRAINING IN AUTOMOTIVE  
& MACHINE REPAIR z

C O N S T R U C T I O N
ADVANCED WEATHERIZATION S
BRICKLAYER, PRE-APPRENTICE z z z z z z

CARPENTRY z z

CARPENTRY, PRE-APPRENTICE z z z z z z z z z z z z z

CEMENT MASONRY, PRE-APPRENTICE z z z z z z

ELECTRICAL z z z z

ELECTRICAL, PRE-APPRENTICE z z z z z z

FACILITIES MAINTENANCE z z z z z z z z

FACILITIES MAINTENANCE, PRE-APPRENTICE z z z z z

HVAC z z z

OFF CENTER TRAINING IN ADVANCED MANUFACTURING (AT) S S
OFF CENTER TRAINING IN CONSTRUCTION z

PAINTING, PRE-APPRENTICE z z z z z z

PLASTERING, PRE-APPRENTICE z z

PLUMBING z z z

PLUMBING, PRE-APPRENTICE z z z z

TILE SETTING, PRE-APPRENTICE z

F I N A N C E  A N D  B U S I N E S S
OCT IN FINANCE & BUSINESS z

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION z z z z z z z z z z z z

H E A L T H  C A R E
CLINICAL MEDICAL ASSISTANT z z z z z z z z

DENTAL ASSISTANT z

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN z

HEALTH UNIT COORDINATOR z z z z z z z

INSURANCE CLAIMS PROCESSOR z z z z z z z

MEDICAL ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT z z z z z z z

NURSE ASSISTANT/HOME HEALTH AIDE z z z z z z z z z z z

OFF CENTER TRAINING ADVANCED HEALTH CARE (LPVN) S z

OFF CENTER TRAINING IN HEALTH CARE z z z z

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN z z z z z z

H O M E L A N D  S E C U R I T Y
HOMELAND SECURITY z z z z z z

RETAIL, PHYSICAL, AND PUBLIC SECURITY z z z z z z

SECURITY AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES z z z z z z

H O S P I T A L I T Y
ADVANCED CULINARIAN (AT) S
CULINARY ARTS z z z z z z z z z z z

HOTEL AND LODGING z z z

OCT IN HOSPITALITY z

I N F O R M A T I O N  T E C H N O L O G Y
A+ MICROSOFT MCSE (AT) S
COMPUTER NETWORKING/CISCO z

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN A+ z z z

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN NETWORK + z z z

NETWORK CABLE INSTALLATION - COPPER-BASED z z z

NETWORK CABLE INSTALLATION - FIBER OPTICS-BASED z z z

OCT IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY z

R E N E W A B L E  R E S O U R C E S  A N D  E N E R G Y
LANDSCAPING z

OCT IN RENEWABLE RESOURCES & ENERGY z

URBAN FORESTRY z z

R E T A I L  S A L E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S
OCT IN RETAIL SALES & SERVICE  z

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N
ADVANCED HEAVY TRUCK DRIVING S
HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS z z
HEAVY TRUCK DRIVING - TRACTOR-TRAILER z
HEAVY TRUCK DRIVING STRAIGHT z
INLAND RIVER SYSTEM - DECKHAND S
MATERIAL HANDLING AND DISTRIBUTION OPERATIONS z
OFF CENTER TRAINING IN TRANSPORTATION z
TCU/IAM ADVANCED TRAINING TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICE WORKER WITH 7 SPECIALTY MODULES S

JOB CORPS
   S  Indicates Advanced Training (AT)
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A D V A N C E D  M A N U F A C T U R I N G 
WELDING S z z z z z

A U T O M O T I V E  A N D  M A C H I N E  R E P A I R
ADVANCED  COLLISION STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS  
AND DAMAGE REPAIR S

ADVANCED AUTOMOTIVE HYBRID ELECTRIC VEHICLE S
ADVANCED COLLISION NON-STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS  
AND DAMAGE S

ADVANCED COLLISION DAMAGE ANALYSIS  
AND ESTIMATING S

ADVANCED COLLISION MECHANICAL  
AND ELECTRICAL COMPONENTS S

ADVANCED COLLISION PAINTING AND REFINISHING S
ADVANCED COLLISION PLASTICS AND ADHESIVES S
ADVANCED COLLISION REPAIR AND REFINISH 
TECHNICIAN (CRRT) S

ADVANCED HYDRAULICS S
AUTOMOBILE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY z

AUTOMOTIVE PARTS z
BASIC COLLISION - NON-STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS  
& DAMAGE REPAIR z

BASIC COLLISION REPAIR - PAINTING & REFINISHING z
BASIC COLLISION REPAIR - STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS  
& DAMAGE REPAIR z

BASIC COLLISION MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL 
COMPONENTS z

HEAVY CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT MECHANIC z z

MAINTENANCE - LIGHT REPAIR z z z z
MAINTENANCE REPAIRER HELPER - STATIONARY 
ENGINEERING z

MAINTENANCE REPAIRER - STATIONARY ENGINEERING z

MASTER AUTOMOBILE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY z

MHDT ADVANCED BRAKES S
MHDT ADVANCED DIESEL ENGINES S
MHDT ADVANCED DIESEL HYDRAULIC HYBRID 
VEHICLE TECHNICIAN S

MHDT ADVANCED DRIVE TRAINS S
MHDT ADVANCED ELECTRICAL/ELECTRONICS S
MHDT ADVANCED GASOLINE ENGINE S
MHDT ADVANCED HVAC S
MHDT ADVANCED PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE  
AND INSPECTION S

MHDT ADVANCED SUSPENSION AND STEERING S
MHDT ADVANCED ULTRA GREEN CLEAN  
DIESEL TECHNICIAN S

OFF CENTER TRAINING IN AUTOMOTIVE  
& MACHINE REPAIR z

C O N S T R U C T I O N
ADVANCED WEATHERIZATION S
BRICKLAYER, PRE-APPRENTICE z z z z z z

CARPENTRY z z

CARPENTRY, PRE-APPRENTICE z z z z z z z z z z z z z

CEMENT MASONRY, PRE-APPRENTICE z z z z z z

ELECTRICAL z z z z

ELECTRICAL, PRE-APPRENTICE z z z z z z

FACILITIES MAINTENANCE z z z z z z z z

FACILITIES MAINTENANCE, PRE-APPRENTICE z z z z z

HVAC z z z

OFF CENTER TRAINING IN ADVANCED MANUFACTURING (AT) S S
OFF CENTER TRAINING IN CONSTRUCTION z

PAINTING, PRE-APPRENTICE z z z z z z

PLASTERING, PRE-APPRENTICE z z

PLUMBING z z z

PLUMBING, PRE-APPRENTICE z z z z

TILE SETTING, PRE-APPRENTICE z

F I N A N C E  A N D  B U S I N E S S
OCT IN FINANCE & BUSINESS z

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION z z z z z z z z z z z z

H E A L T H  C A R E
CLINICAL MEDICAL ASSISTANT z z z z z z z z

DENTAL ASSISTANT z

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN z

HEALTH UNIT COORDINATOR z z z z z z z

INSURANCE CLAIMS PROCESSOR z z z z z z z

MEDICAL ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT z z z z z z z

NURSE ASSISTANT/HOME HEALTH AIDE z z z z z z z z z z z

OFF CENTER TRAINING ADVANCED HEALTH CARE (LPVN) S z

OFF CENTER TRAINING IN HEALTH CARE z z z z

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN z z z z z z

H O M E L A N D  S E C U R I T Y
HOMELAND SECURITY z z z z z z

RETAIL, PHYSICAL, AND PUBLIC SECURITY z z z z z z

SECURITY AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES z z z z z z

H O S P I T A L I T Y
ADVANCED CULINARIAN (AT) S
CULINARY ARTS z z z z z z z z z z z

HOTEL AND LODGING z z z

OCT IN HOSPITALITY z

I N F O R M A T I O N  T E C H N O L O G Y
A+ MICROSOFT MCSE (AT) S
COMPUTER NETWORKING/CISCO z

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN A+ z z z

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN NETWORK + z z z

NETWORK CABLE INSTALLATION - COPPER-BASED z z z

NETWORK CABLE INSTALLATION - FIBER OPTICS-BASED z z z

OCT IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY z

R E N E W A B L E  R E S O U R C E S  A N D  E N E R G Y
LANDSCAPING z

OCT IN RENEWABLE RESOURCES & ENERGY z

URBAN FORESTRY z z

R E T A I L  S A L E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S
OCT IN RETAIL SALES & SERVICE  z

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N
ADVANCED HEAVY TRUCK DRIVING S
HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATIONS z z
HEAVY TRUCK DRIVING - TRACTOR-TRAILER z
HEAVY TRUCK DRIVING STRAIGHT z
INLAND RIVER SYSTEM - DECKHAND S
MATERIAL HANDLING AND DISTRIBUTION OPERATIONS z
OFF CENTER TRAINING IN TRANSPORTATION z
TCU/IAM ADVANCED TRAINING TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICE WORKER WITH 7 SPECIALTY MODULES S

JOB CORPS
   S  Indicates Advanced Training (AT)
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‣ Am I eligible to earn a GED? 
The GED is for adults who have not earned a high 
school diploma. Individuals who are currently 
enrolled in high school or have a high school 
diploma are not eligible to take the GED test. The 
minimum age for testing is 18 years (unless certain 
requirements are met). 

‣ Can I take the GED test if I'm under 18? 
In Pennsylvania, you can be 16 or 17 and take the 
GED® test if you meet the following exception: 

• 16 or 17 years of age must provide a written 
request for GED® testing from an employer, 
college admissions office, military recruiting 
officer, or director of a state institution. 

• 16 or 17 years of age must provide a written 
statement from your school superintendent or 
principal saying that you are withdrawn from 
school. 

‣ What is the GED test like? 
The computer-based test is made up of a series 
of four tests: 

1. Reasoning through Language Arts (150 
minutes, including a 10-minute break) 

2. Mathematical Reasoning (115 minutes) - 
The math test has 5 computation 
problems at the beginning, and test-
takers can’t use a calculator for these 
problems. A calculator is permitted for 
the rest of the math test (which is 
embedded into the computer TI-30XS).  
Test-takers are not allowed to go back to 
the 1st five problems once they begin 
the 2nd part of the math test with the 
calculator.   

3. Science (90 minutes) 
4. Social Studies (90 minutes)

Resources
‣ www.iu13.org   (click on “Our Community” and then under “Adult Education” click on “GED Testing” or 

“Classes and Services” 
‣ www.gedstudyguide.org   (practice tests) 
‣ www.4tests.com  (practice tests) 
‣ www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/freepracticetest  (practice tests)

IU13 Contact Information 
 www.iu13.org            (717) 606-1708               

G E D  
Graduate Equivalency Diploma

Frequently Asked Questions
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Freshmen Year !
With the help of your school 
counselor and parents, develop 
a plan for graduation and create 
a four-year academic plan. This 
plan may adjust over the years 
but you need to set goals in 
order to reach them.
!
If you are hoping to take 
advanced placement or college 
level classes in the future, make 
sure you create an academic 
plan that allows you to enroll in 
the prerequisites needed to be 
successful in those classes.  
!
Using the Naviance Program 
during your Computer 
Technology class, take the 
Career Cluster Finder to 
discover more about various 
careers and your areas of 
interests.
!
Review the Cedar Guide to 
begin thinking about your 
educational plans after 
graduation. 
!
Participate in school related 
activities and community 
service.  Be sure to investigate a 
wide array of activities rather 
than focusing on just one.  
Discover the programs that you 
are most interested in and 
commit to those programs.


!
Speak to your school counselor 
about registering for the PSAT.  
Taking the PSAT as a freshmen 
will not count toward the 
National Merit Scholarship 
Program but it will help you to 
become more familiar with the 
test and will help increase your 
future scores.
!
Speak to your counselor about 
academic summer programs. 
Many colleges offer summer 
programs that will help you to 
explore the college experience 
or specific career areas.
!
Review the Cedar Guide to 
discover more about the college 
selection process.
!
Read as much as you can.  You 
don’t have to read the classics 
to improve your vocabulary and 
reading speed but you do have 
to read.  Read books, magazine 
and newspapers on the subjects 
that you enjoy.  It is not 
important what you read - but 
that you read constantly.
!

Sophomore Year !
Review and update your four 
year academic plan.  Make 
adjustments where needed  
Also, review and discuss your 
transcripts with your counselor.


!
Take the PSAT in October for 
practice.  Your PSAT scores in 
tenth grade will not count toward 
the National Merit Scholarship 
Program (NMSQT) but once 
again they will help you prepare 
for the PSAT/NMSQT and SAT in 
the 11th grade.
!
Attend college night programs 
throughout the year and gather 
information on colleges and 
careers.
!
Continue to participate in school 
related activities and community 
service.  Keep working to narrow 
and clearly define what activities 
you want to dedicate your time 
to.
!
Using the Naviance Program 
take the Career Interest Profiler 
to discover more about various 
careers and your areas of 
interest.
!
Create and continue to update 
your academic resume.
!
Use the Naviance program to 
begin investigating colleges.
!
Speak to your school counselor 
about taking the ASVAB.  The 
ASVAB will help your clarify your 
career interests and also assist 
you in identifying possible 

Four Year Academic Planner
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Lackawanna College 
Lackawanna, Pennsylvania

The Art Institute of Philadelphia 
 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

college majors as well as 
academic strengths and blind-
spots.
!
Review the Cedar Guide to 
begin planning for your 
educational plans after 
graduation.
!
Speak to your counselor about 
academic summer programs. 
Many colleges offer summer 
programs that will help you to 
explore the college experience 
or specific career areas.
!

Junior Year !
Take the PSAT in October.  Your 
PSAT scores will now count 
toward the National Merit 
Scholarship Program.
!
Use the Naviance Test prep 
program to help you prepare for 
the SAT at the end of your junior 
year.
!
Register in the Counseling 
Department to take the ASVAB
!
Since junior year is the last 
complete school year reported 
on the transcript sent with your 
college application, junior grades 
are critical.  
!
The serious research associated 
with the college selection 
process begins in the junior year.
!
Utilize the Naviance program to 
complete the Personality Type 
Assessment to learn more about 
your career and post-secondary 
interest areas.  Also use the 
Naviance program’s college 
search features to narrow your 
college selections.
!
Meet with college 
representatives that visit your 
school.
!

Begin exploring scholarships 
options and apply to those 
designated for juniors.
!
Attend a financial aid workshop 
with your parents to gain 
understanding of the financial 
aid process.
!
Develop a list of colleges to 
research and begin that 
investigative work.  Visit colleges 
to determine which ones fit your 
needs.
!
Take Advanced Placement 
exams if applicable.
!
Determine the standardized 
testing requirements for colleges 
on your list. Take the appropriate 
tests (SAT Reasoning Test, ACT, 
SAT Subject Tests) during the 
spring of junior year.
!
Discuss your Grade Point 
Average, test scores and proper 
selection of college entrance test 
with your counselor to make 
good choices about junior and 
senior classes and college 
options.
!
Maintain an updated Academic 
Resume.
!
Attend College Night in the fall 
and gather information on 
colleges and careers.
!
Plan college visits in the spring 
semester. The district allows 
three college visits during your 
junior year.
!
Ask your counselor about 
participating in a career 
shadowing experience.
!
Speak to your school counselor 
about college summer 
programs.
!
Review the Cedar Guide to 
assist you in the process of 
college selection and or military 
decisions.


!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Thiel College 
Greenville, Pennsylvania 
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Senior Year !
September-October
!

If you have not taken a college admissions test or if you feel you want to try and improve your scores, plan on taking 
the ACT (American College Testing) or the SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test). 

Request application materials or college view books from the colleges to which you want to apply. 

Meet with college admissions representatives visiting your school. 

Talk to teachers you are asking for references and give them your Academic Resume and forms provided by the 
colleges to which you are applying. 

Attend college fairs held in your area.

Schedule campus visits. 

Begin preparing essay notes and an outline for any college requiring an essay. 

Use the college Comparison Chart and College Application Tracker to keep track of all requirements for each 
college.  Include deadlines for standardized test  scores, transcripts, recommendations, applications and 
financial aid forms. 

Meet with your counselor to discuss your college planning process and evaluate your grades, test  scores, and 
interests in academic programs. Begin searching for eligible scholarships.

MALE STUDENTS -- Upon turning 18 years old, you must legally sign up for the Selective Service at www.sss.gov -- 
You will not receive any financial aid until registered.
!

November-December
!
Complete all applications. You should work to have your applications completed before winter break of your 
senior year unless the specific college application deadlines fall earlier in the year.

Secure all financial aid-forms (FAFSA) and begin compiling information. 

Apply to at least three colleges before the winter break. 
!

January-February
!
File FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student AID) form. 

Meet with your counselor to discuss scholarships and continue to complete scholarship applications 

Ask your counselor to submit midyear grades if any of the colleges to which you have applied require them. 

Some colleges with a rolling admission require a response and deposit in the spring from students who have 
been accepted and plan to attend.  Make sure you are aware of any such dates that apply to you. 

If you are planning to take AP (Advanced Placement) examinations in May, let the appropriate counselor in your 
school know this month. 
!

March-May

April 1 -- Standard deadline for colleges for completion of FAFSA -- If FAFS is not completed by this date, financial 
aid may not be available

May 1 -- Standard deadline to commit to the college of your choice by paying a deposit.  This is reserves your seat in 
their classes and on-campus housing opportunities.  Pay your deposit as soon as you make your college choice.

Notify all other colleges to which you have been accepted, letting them know that you plan not  to attend. 

AP (Advanced Placement) tests are administered. 

Send thank you letters to the people who have helped you. 

If you have received scholarships from clubs or community organizations, send letters thanking them for the award.

MALE STUDENTS -- Upon turning 18 years old, you must legally sign up for the Selective Service at www.sss.gov -- 
You will not receive any financial aid until registered.
!
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Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education Universities

! Bloomsburg University! Edinboro University! Millersville University!
!

General Information: (570) 389-4000! General Information: (814) 732-2000! General Information: (717) 872-3024!
!

Admissions: (800) 745-7320! Admissions: (888) 8GO-BORO! Admissions: 1-800-MU ADMIT!
!

Financial Aid: (570) 389-4297! Financial Aid: (888) 611-2680! Financial Aid: (717) 872-3026!
!

http://www.bloomu.edu! http://www.edinboro.edu! http://www.millersville.edu!
!

California University! Indiana University! Shippensburg University!
!

General Information: (724) 938-4000! General Information: (724) 357-2100! General Information: (717) 477-SHIP!
!

Admissions: (888) 412-0479! Admissions: (800) 442-6830! Admissions: (800) 822-8028!
!

Financial Aid: (724) 938-4415! Financial Aid: (724) 357-2218! Financial Aid: (800) 447-1389!
!

http://www.cup.edu! http://www.iup.edu! http://www.ship.edu!
!

Cheyney University! Kutztown University! Slippery Rock University!
!

General Information: (610) 399-2000! General Information: (610) 683-4000! General Information: (800) SRU-9111!
!

Admissions: 1-800-CHEYNEY! Admissions: (877) 628-1915! Admissions: (800) 929-4778!
!

Financial Aid: (610) 399-2302! Financial Aid: (610) 683-4077! Financial Aid: (724) 738-2044!
!

http://www.cheyney.edu! http://www.kutztown.edu! http://www.sru.edu!
!

Clarion University! Lock Haven University! West Chester University!
!

General Information: (814) 393-2000! General Information: (570) 893-2011! General Information: (610) 436-1000!
!

Admissions (toll free): (800) 672-7171! Admissions (in PA): (800) 332-8900! Admissions: (877) 315-2165!
!

Admissions: (814) 393-2306! Financial Aid: (570) 893-2344! Financial Aid: (610) 436-2627!
!

Financial Aid: (814) 393-2315! http://www.lhup.edu! http://www.wcupa.edu!
!

http://www.clarion.edu! !
!

! Mansfield University! !
!

East Stroudsburg University! General Information: (570) 662-4000! !
!

General Information: (570) 422-3211! Admissions: (800) 577-6826! !
!

Admissions: (877) 230-5547! Financial Aid: (570) 662-4129! !
!

Enrollment Services (Financial Aid):! http://www.mansfield.edu! !
!

(800) 378-6732! ! !
!

http://www.esu.edu! ! !
!

!

The 
Pennsylvania System of 

Higher Education includes 14 
universities and more than 
109,00 students throughout 

Pennsylvania 
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Category PA 4-Year State 
College (resident)

Private 4-Year 
College

Tuition $6,820 $30,094

Room & Board                             
(dorm & meal pass)

$10,724 $10,823

Books & Supplies $1,200 $1,253

Other Fees                                        
(lab fees, technology fees, etc.)

$2,954 $2,600

Personal Expenses (toiletries, laundry, 

cell phone, TV, social life, & transportation)
$3,322 $3,400

TOTAL COST $25,020 $48,170

P A  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  
W h a t  y o u  n e e d  t o  k n o w . . .

Contents	
• This section of the Cedar Guide includes a 2014-2015 fact sheet for each of the 14 

universities in the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education (PASSHE).  Visit 
www.passhe.edu for general information about the state system and specific details of 
each school.	


General Information	
• APPLYING -- Applications to any of the PASSHE schools is completed online via the 

PASSHE application available at www.PASSHE.edu or each school’s website.  It is an 
eight-page application.  The first seven pages are the same for any school and the 
eighth page is specific to each university.  Document your username and password, 
because the you can apply to other schools in the system with ease by utilizing the 
same login information.	


• DEADLINES -- Most schools have rolling admissions.  This means application are 
accepted without a specific deadline.  But there are specific (and early) deadlines for 
application for the “selective” majors for each school.  As a general rule, you must 
apply by November 1 of your senior year for the most selective majors.	


• FINANCIAL AID -- In order to qualify for most institutional grants and 
scholarships, applications must be made by specific deadlines.  These are unique to 
each university.  Be sure to apply by the required deadline to receive financial aid!	


• MAJORS -- Many state system schools began as teacher education colleges, but all 
offer a wide variety of majors.  Most have specialty areas.  Research the state school 
that best fits your degree goals.	


• VISITS -- Before applying to any college, visit the school.  Make sure that you are a 
fit with the students, enjoy the location, and ask hard questions to validate that the 
college will provide you with the education you want.	


• TOTAL COST OF ATTENDANCE -- Below is a charts showing the total cost of 
one year of college at a typical Pennsylvania State System university (provided by 
Shippensburg University, 2014) versus the national average for a private four-year 
college (provided by College Board, 2013).  The statistics are based on fees before 
financial aid consideration.

TYPES OF 
STUDENT AID 

SCHOLARSHIPS	

✓ Scholarships are financial 

awards that do not need to 
be repaid.  There are 
requirements to be earned 
and are either merit or need 
based. 

GRANTS	

✓ Grants do not need to be 

repaid and are generally 
based on financial need.  The 
most common are Federal 
Pell Grants, Federal 
Supplemental Grants, and 
Pennsylvania Higher 
Education (PHEAA) Grants 

WORK STUDY	

✓ Federal Work Study (FWS) is 

part-time employment on 
campus as part of a financial 
aid package.  Non-FWS 
students may also apply for 
work from the college to 
offset costs. 

STUDENT LOANS	

✓ Federal student loans allow 

for borrowing money at 
relatively low interest rates.  
They must be repaid.  All 
students will be eligible for 
some type of student loan.  
These include need based and 
interest free while in college 
(Federal Direct Subsidized 
and Federal Perkins Loans) or 
those not need based that 
accrue interest while enrolled 
(Federal Direct 
Unsubsidized). 

PARENT LOANS	

✓ Must be repaid and include 

loans from banks or a PLUS 
Loan (Parent Loan for 
Undergraduate Students).
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Bloomsburg University 
Address: 200 East Second St, Bloomsburg PA 17815 
PH:(570)389-4316 FX:(570)389-4741 
EMAIL/INQUIRES: buadmiss@bloomu.edu 
Web: www.bloomu.edu/admissions 
Director/Dean of Admissions: Christopher Lapos, Interim Director 
 
 
STUDENT POPULATION:  TOTAL:            FEMALE:                 MALE:   
UNDERGRADUATE   10,000   58%  42%    
Full-time/Part-time         
 
GRADUATE 679   
Full-time/Part-time   332 FT / 347 PT     
 
 
APPLIED STUDENTS, FALL 2014:    FR   TR 
Number of Applications:     
Received last year     10,800                              1,360  
Accepted last year     5,855                 795 
Students who enrolled     1,612                 412 
 
ACCEPTED/ENROLLED STUDENTS: 
Average SAT Score (Total class)   M  520    CR 530     WR  520 
Average Composite ACT Score   23 
Average GPA     89 
Average Class Rank    Top 1/3 of class 
 
COST (2014-2015): 
Pennsylvania     Out-of-State 
Tuition  $3,410/semester  Tuition  $8,525/semester 
Fees  $1,047/semester  Fees  $1,156.75/semester 
Room & Board* $2,577/semester  Room & Board*   $2,577/semester 
 *average double 
 
LOCATION: Exit 232 off of I-80 
 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA:  Twitter: @BloomsburgUniversity 
   Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bloomuniversity 
   YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/BUTVCH8 
 
CAMPUS UPDATES:  

Completely renovated Dining Hall                 
New housing coming in 2017!                                                                                                                               

 
MAJORS: 
Most Popular:  Health Sciences, Business, & Education 
Selective:  Nursing, Allied Health Fields (Pre-Med, Pre-PA, etc), & Speech Pathology and Audiology 
Unique:   Digital Forensics & American Sign Language 
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California University 
Address: 250 University Avenue, California, Pa 15419 
PH: 724-938-4404   
Web: www.calu.edu 
Director/Dean of Admissions: William A. Edmonds, D. Sc. 
 
 
STUDENT POPULATION:  TOTAL:   FEMALE:  MALE: 
UNDERGRADUATE   6,079    52%   48% 
Full-time/Part-time   5,336/743      
 
GRADUATE 1,909  
Full-time/Part-time   850/1,059     
 
 
APPLIED STUDENTS, FALL 2014:    FR   TR 
Students who enrolled (average)    1,027   698 
 
COST (2014-2015): 
Pennsylvania    Out-of-State 
Tuition  $6,820.00  Tuition  $10,230.00 
Fees  $2,736.80  Fees  $3,319.20 
Room & Board $10,086.00  Room & Board $10,086.00 
  
 
LOCATION: California is approximately 35 miles south of Pittsburgh, Exit 37A off I-70, to Toll Road 43 South 
 
 
 
 
MAJORS: 
Most Popular:  Education, Business, Applied Engineering & Technology, Criminal Justice, Athletic Training, Sport 
   Management, Wellness & Fitness-Online, Psychology, General Studies 
Selective:  Education, Athletic Training, Physical Therapist Assistant, Nursing, Honors Program, Commercial 
   Music Technology 
New Majors/Programs: Mechatronics Engineering Technology, Jurisprudence (Land Management) 
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Cheyney University             
Address: 1837 University Circle, P.O. Box 200 Cheyney, PA 19319  
PH: 610---399---2275  FX: 610---399---2099  
EMAIL/INQUIRES: 
admissions@cheyney.edu  
Web: www.cheyney.edu  
Director/Dean of Admissions: Deborah Bowles  
  
  
STUDENT POPULATION:    TOTAL:      FEMALE:    MALE: 
UNDERGRADUATE      1179          609       570  
Full---time/Part---time      1114/917            
  
GRADUATE  9/24  19                                    14  
Full---time/Part---time            
  
  
APPLIED STUDENTS:          FR      TR  
Number of Applications:            
Received last year          3281      149   
Accepted last year          1289        142 
Students who enrolled          346         76  
  
ACCEPTED/ENROLLED STUDENTS:  
Average SAT Score (Total class)      M 406  CR 402    WR 388  
Average Composite ACT Score      18  
Average GPA          2.7  
Average Class Rank  Five students from top 10% of class; 21% of students who submitted  

class rank are from top 25% of class; 51% from top half of class.  
  
COST (2014---2015):  
Pennsylvania        Out---of---State  
Tuition     $6820.00    Tuition     $11,254.00  
Fees    $2,270.00    Fees    $2,490.00  
Room & Board*   $8,988.00    Room & Board*   $8,988.00  

                  *average double  
  
LOCATION: Cheyney, PA  
  
  
SOCIAL MEDIA:   Twitter: https://twitter.com/CheyneyUniv  
      Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/cheyneyuniversitypa  
      YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/cheyneyuniversitypa  
  
CAMPUS UPDATES:  -Opening of New Science Center ------Paving Way to Prepare More Students in STEM Disciplines.              

-Fall Open House Dates October 4, 2014 and November 1, 2014.  
   
MAJORS:  
Most Popular:    Social Relations  
Selective:    Education  
Unique:      Marine Biology  
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Clarion University 
Address: 840 Wood Street, Clarion, PA 16214 
PH: 800-672-7171, ext. 1 FX: 814-393-2030 
EMAIL/INQUIRES: admissions@clarion.edu 
Web: www.clarion.edu 
Contacts:  Merrilyn Dunlap or Diane Kahle  
 
 
STUDENT POPULATION:  TOTAL:   FEMALE:  MALE: 
UNDERGRADUATE          
Full-time/Part-time   5,199  3,265  1,934   
 
GRADUATE 881 
Full-time/Part-time    
     
APPLIED STUDENTS, FALL 2014:    FR   TR 
Number of Applications:         
Received last year     3,132  732  
Accepted last year     2,539    554 
Students who enrolled     997    354 
 
ACCEPTED/ENROLLED STUDENTS: 
Average SAT Score (Total class)   M 470   CR 480     
Average Composite ACT Score   20 
Average GPA     3.25 
 
COST (2014-2015): 
Pennsylvania     Out-of-State 
Tuition  $6,850  Tuition  $10,230 
Fees  $3,028  Fees  $3,688 
Room & Board* $10,576 Room & Board*  $10,576 
 *average double 
 
LOCATION: Located three miles from 1-80, in northwestern PA. Clarion is situated between Pittsburgh and Erie and is a 
beautiful university town of 6,000 residents, with a historic main street, specialty shops, a mall and two national wild 
and scenic rivers.  It is nestled in the rolling wooded hills next to popular outdoor recreation areas.   
 
SOCIAL MEDIA:  Twitter: @clarionadmis 
   Facebook: www.facbook.com/clarionu 
   YouTube: www.youtube.com/clarionuniversity1 
 
CAMPUS UPDATES: For 2015/2016: Two new suite style residences containing a Starbucks, movie theatre and 

Denny’s restaurant.  Student success center providing all student services in one location.  
 
MAJORS: 
Most Popular:  Biology, Business, Communication, Education, Nursing, and Speech Pathology 
Selective:  Business, Athletic Training, BFA Musical Theatre, Nursing (ASN, BSN & DNP) 
Unique: Library Science, Environmental Geosciences (GIS), Industrial Technology, Nano-Technology, 

Paralegal Studies, Respiratory Care, Medical Imaging. Minors in: Special Ed. and Diagnosis & 
Intervention for Students with Math Disabilities. Degrees offered online.  
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East Stroudsburg University 
Address: 200 Prospect St. East Stroudsburg, PA 18301 
PH: 570-422-3542 FX: 570-422-3933 
EMAIL/INQUIRES: undergrads@esu.edu 
Web: www.esu.edu 
Director/Dean of Admissions: Jeff Jones 
  
 
STUDENT POPULATION:  TOTAL:   FEMALE:  MALE: 
UNDERGRADUATE                

Full-time/Part-time   5,495/691                         3,072/352   2,423/339  
 
GRADUATE          

Full-time/Part-time   299/293                             171/197                           128/96  
 
 
APPLIED STUDENTS, FALL 2014:    FR     TR 
Number of Applications:         
Received last year     5,621                                1,215 
Accepted last year     4,409     1,116  
Students who enrolled     1,212                      646 
 
ACCEPTED/ENROLLED STUDENTS: 

Average SAT Score (Total class)   M 490  CR 477   
Average Composite ACT Score   20-21 
Average GPA     3.0 solid B 
Average Class Rank    Top 1/3 
 
COST (2014-2015): 

Pennsylvania     Out-of-State 

Tuition  $6,820    Tuition  $17,050 
Fees  $2,556    Fees  $2,776 
Room & Board* $7,980    Room & Board* $7,980 
 *average double 
 
LOCATION: In the beautiful Pocono Mountains, less than a ¼ mile off Route 8- exit 302. We are 1 ½ hours away from 
NYC and less than 2 hours from Philadelphia.  
 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA:  Twitter: https://twitter.com/esuniversity 
   Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/eaststroudsburguniversity 
   YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/esuedu 
 
CAMPUS UPDATES: January 2012 two new suite style residence halls opened.  
 

MAJORS: 

Most Popular:  (for incoming freshmen) Business Management, Athletic Training, Biology, Criminal Justice, 
   Nursing 
Selective:  Nursing & Speech Language Pathology 
Unique:   Hotel Restaurant & Tourism Management, Recreation Services Management, Physical Education  
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Edinboro University  
Address:  200 East Normal Street 

PH:  1-888-8GO-BORO FX:  (814)732-2420 

EMAIL/INQUIRES:  eup_admissions@edinboro.edu 

Web:  www.edinboro.edu 

Director/Dean of Admissions: Mr. Chris LaRusso 

 

 

STUDENT POPULATION:  TOTAL:   FEMALE:  MALE: 

UNDERGRADUATE   6,067    60%   40%            
Full-time/Part-time   5391/646     
 

GRADUATE 1,237  
Full-time/Part-time   464/773     

 

 

APPLIED STUDENTS, FALL 2014:    FR   TR 
Number of Applications:     

Received last year     3,610  990   

Accepted last year     2,777    577 

Students who enrolled     1285    392 

 

ACCEPTED/ENROLLED STUDENTS: 
Average SAT Score (Total class)   M 478    CR 479    

Average Composite ACT Score   20  

Average GPA     3.32 

 
COST (2014-2015): 
Pennsylvania    Out-of-State 
Tuition  $6,820.00  Tuition  $7,162.00 

Fees  $2,436.00  Fees  $2,712.00 

Room & Board* $10,600.00  Room & Board* $10,600.00 

 *average double 

 

LOCATION: Edinboro University is located in Edinboro, PA, approx. 20 miles south of Erie, PA.  Admissions Office – I-79, 

take Edinboro Exit 166.  Turn east onto 6N, 2 miles to the first traffic light, turn right onto Rt. 99 South (which eventually 

becomes Meadville Street). Proceed to the second traffic light, and turn left onto East Normal Street, Academy hall is on 

the right.   
 
SOCIAL MEDIA:  Twitter: @edinboro 

   Facebook: facebook.com/edinboro 

   YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/edinborou 

 

CAMPUS UPDATES: Renovations to Butterfield and Hendricks Halls; Enhanced facilities in the newly renovated Ross 

Hall; Completion of the pedestrian walkway which provides a protected, efficient route for 

students, faculty and staff; Tuition rates for out-of-state undergraduate students comparable to 

what Pennsylvania residents pay 

MAJORS: 
Most Popular:  Art, Business, Communications, Criminal Justice, Education, and Psychology 

Selective:  Music, Nursing, Pre-Professional (Pre-Vet, Pre-Med, Pre-Pharmacy, Pre-Chiropractic) 

Unique:   Animation, Cinema, Speech & Hearing Sciences 
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Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

1011 South Drive, Indiana, PA  15705 

PH:724-357-2230 FX:724-357-6821 

EMAIL/INQUIRES: admissions-inquiry@iup.edu 

Web:  www.iup.edu 

Director/Dean of Admissions: Michael H. Husenits, Director of Admissions 

 

STUDENT POPULATION:  TOTAL: 14,364  FEMALE:   56%  MALE:  44% 

UNDERGRADUATE            

Full-time/Part-time   87%/13%      

 

GRADUATE 2,234  

Full-time/Part-time   58%/42%     

 

APPLIED STUDENTS, FALL 2014:    FR   TR 

Number of Applications: Fall 2014    

Received last year     10,261  1,440  

Accepted last year     8,612    1,055 

Students who enrolled     2,737    565   

 

ACCEPTED/ENROLLED STUDENTS: 

Average SAT Score (Total class)   M  480  CR  520    WR   N/A 

Average Composite ACT Score   23 

Average GPA     3.4 on a 4.0 scale 

 

COST (2014-2015): 

Pennsylvania     Out-of-State 

Tuition & Fees $9,470    Tuition & Fees $15,509 

Room & Board* $10,916   Room & Board*   $10,916 

*average double 

 

LOCATION:  55 Miles northeast of Pittsburgh 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA:  Twitter: www.twitter.com/iupedu 

   Facebook: www.facebook.com/iupedu 

   YouTube: www.youtube.com/iupedu 

 

CAMPUS UPDATES: The Kovalchick Complex is completed.  The $79-million, 150,000-square-foot facility is projected 

to have an annual economic impact of $12.5 million in each year of operation. While owned by IUP, the Kovalchick 

Complex is designed to serve as a cultural and economic-development resource for the Indiana region.  

 

MAJORS: 

Most Popular:  Criminology, Nursing, Education, Dietetics, and Speech & Language Pathology 

Selective:  Nursing, Pre-Medical Programs, Safety Science, Speech & Language Pathology 

Unique:   Fashion Merchandising, Safety Science 
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Kutztown University 
Address:  PO Box 730 Kutztown, PA 19530   
PH:  610-683-4060 FX:  610-683-1375 
EMAIL/INQUIRES:  admissions@kutztown.edu  
Web:  www.kutztown.edu 
Director of Admissions:  Nancy D. Wunderly  
 
 
STUDENT POPULATION:    TOTAL:       FEMALE:      MALE:   
    9,493                60%      40% 
UNDERGRADUATE            
Full-time/Part-time:     8,277/535         
 
GRADUATE 
Full-time/Part-time:                         266/415     
 
 
APPLIED STUDENTS, FALL 2014:    FR   TR 
Number of Applications:     
Received last year     8,465                              1,625  
Accepted last year     6,362   1,144 
Students who enrolled     1,817   708 
 
ACCEPTED/ENROLLED STUDENTS: 
Average SAT Score (Total class)   M 486  CR 483   
Average Composite ACT Score   21 
Average GPA     3.17 
Average Class Rank    N/A 
 
COST (2014-2015): 
Pennsylvania     Out-of-State 
Tuition  $6,820  Tuition  $17,050 
Fees  $2,279  Fees  $3,521 
Room & Board* $8,430  Room & Board* $8,430 

*double room/14 meal plan 
 
LOCATION:  Kutztown, PA 
 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA:  Twitter:  https://twitter.com/KutztownU 
   Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/KutztownU 
   YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/user/KutztownUniversity 
 
CAMPUS UPDATES: Physics program has been ranked among Top 5 in State of PA, our EMMY Award-winning 
Electronic Media program is now in College of Visual & Performing Arts, new MFA program as of fall 2014, campus 
renovations include a new bookstore, coffee shop and in 2015 there will be upgrades to dining halls and meeting spaces. 
 
MAJORS: 
Most Popular:  Business, Social Work, Criminal Justice, Psychology, Biology 
Selective:  Pre-Med  
Unique:   Leisure & Sport Studies, Special Education-Visually Impaired 
  

[ � ]61



 
Lock Haven University 
Address:  401 North Fairview Street, Lock Haven, PA  17745 
PH:  570-484-2027 FX:  570-484-2201 
EMAIL/INQUIRIES: admissions@LHUP.edu 
Web:  www.LHUP.edu 
Director/Dean of Admissions: Robin Rockey, Senior Associate Director 
 
 
STUDENT POPULATION:  TOTAL:   FEMALE:  MALE: 
UNDERGRADUATE   4,541  2,554   1,987  
Full-time/Part-time   4180/361 2322/232  1858/129  
 
GRADUATE 398 297   101 
Full-time/Part-time   144/254     
 
 
APPLIED STUDENTS, FALL 2014:    FR   TR 
Number of Applications:     
 Received last year    3,483 497  
 Accepted last year    2,714  364 
 Students who enrolled    875  204 
 
ACCEPTED/ENROLLED STUDENTS: 
Average SAT Score (Total class)   M 479   CR 472   
Average Composite ACT Score   20 
Average GPA     3.2 
Average Class Rank    53% are in the top 2/5ths of their high school class 
 
COST (2014-2015): 
Pennsylvania    Out-of-State (GPA>=3.25) Out-of-State (GPA<=3.24) 
Tuition  $6,820   Tuition $13,640  Tuition $15,050 
Fees  $2,456.20  Fees $2,706.20  Fees $2,706.20 
Room & Board* $8,752   Room & Board*$8,752  Room & Board*$8,752 
 *average double 
 
LOCATION: Located in north central Pennsylvania in Clinton County (Exit 178 off Interstate 80), we are approximately 45 
minutes northeast of State College and 30 minutes southwest of Williamsport. 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA:  Twitter:@haveneagles�  
   Facebook: Lock Haven University Admissions 
   YouTube:  LHU1870 
 
CAMPUS UPDATES: A brand new 686 bed, suite-style housing complex opened in fall 2012.  A $40 million state-of-
the-art science center opened in fall 2013.  The science center includes a premier nanotechnology laboratory, complete 
with clean room. 
 
MAJORS: 
Most Popular: Health Science, Criminal Justice, Psychology, Business, and Education 
Selective: Health ScienceͬPre-Physician Assistant (3+2 Program), Health Science/Pre-Physical Therapy (3+3 Program) 
Unique: 3+2 Physician Assistant program, 3+3 Physical Therapy program (with Widener University), Nanotechnology, 
Marine Biology, DNA Analysis, Applied Computer Science – Mobile and Game Development   
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Mansfield University 
Address: 71 College Avenue; Mansfield, PA  16933 

PH: 800-577-6826 FX: 570-662-4121 

EMAIL/INQUIRES: admissions@mansfield.edu 

Web: Mansfield.edu 

Director/Dean of Admissions: Rachel Green and Casey Wood 

 

 

STUDENT POPULATION:  TOTAL:   FEMALE:  MALE: 

UNDERGRADUATE            
Full-time/Part-time   2,717    59.2%  40.8%  

     FT-2,453 

     PT-264 

 
GRADUATE 253   
Full-time/Part-time   FT-24     

     PT-229 

 

APPLIED STUDENTS, FALL 2014    FR   TR 
Number of Applications:      

Received last year     2,545  622  

Accepted last year     1,870    383 

Students who enrolled     628    181 

 

ACCEPTED/ENROLLED STUDENTS: 
Average SAT Score (Total class)   M 499   CR 508   WR 471 

Average Composite ACT Score   22 

Average GPA     3.3 

Average Class Rank    2/5 

 

COST (2014-2015): 
Pennsylvania   Out-of-State 
Tuition  $6,820  Tuition  $17,050 

Fees  $2,706  Fees  $2,926 

Room & Board* $10,936 Room & Board* $10,936 

 *average double 

 

LOCATION: Mansfield University is located in north central Pennsylvania (Tioga County) at the intersection of Routes 6 

and 15. 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA:  Twitter: https://twitter.com/MansfieldU 

   Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MansfieldU 

   YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/MansfieldUniversity 

   Pinterest: http://www.pinterest.com/mansfieldu/ 

 

CAMPUS UPDATES: Suite-Style Residence Halls, Grant Science Center, Multiple new and/or resurfaced athletic 

facilities  

 
MAJORS: 
Most Popular:  Biology, Criminal Justice, GeoScience, Health Sciences, Music and Psychology 

Selective:  Health Sciences (Radiology, Respiratory Therapy and Nursing) Biology, Chemistry and Music 

Unique:   Natural Gas Production and Services, Safety Management, Fisheries, Watershed Management 
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Millersville University  
Address: PO Box 1002 Millersville, PA 17551 
PH: 1-800-MU-ADMIT FX: 717-871-2147 
EMAIL/INQUIRES: admissions@millersville.edu 
Web: www.millersville.edu 
Director/Dean of Admissions: Katy Ferrier 
 
 
STUDENT POPULATION:  TOTAL:   FEMALE:  MALE: 
UNDERGRADUATE            
Full-time/Part-time   7,500/804                          4,125/443  3,375/361 
 
GRADUATE      
Full-time/Part-time   1,000/643                         550 /354  450/289 
 
 
APPLIED STUDENTS, FALL 2014:    FR   TR 
Number of Applications:     
Received last year     6,253                             1,085 
Accepted last year     3,883   854 
Students who enrolled     1,285   628 
 
ACCEPTED/ENROLLED STUDENTS: 
Average SAT Score (Total class)   M 513   CR 507  WR 486 
Average Composite ACT Score   22 
Average GPA     3.4 
Average Class Rank    35% 
 
COST (2014-2015): 
Pennsylvania    Out-of-State 
Tuition  $7,920 **  Tuition  $17,050 
Fees  $2,384   Fees  $2,568 
Room & Board* $9,884   Room & Board* $9,884 
 *average double 
 **based on 15 credits per semester 
 
LOCATION: Lancaster, PA 
 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA:  Twitter:VilleAdmissions 
   Facebook:Millersville University Admissions 
   YouTube:MillersvilleU 
 
CAMPUS UPDATES: New suite style residence halls will replace all traditional residence halls by 2017. Brand new 
   library opened in 2013. 
 
MAJORS: 
Most Popular:  Biology, Education, Psychology, Business, and Communication 
Selective:  Athletic Training, Music, Art 
Unique:   Meteorology, Actuarial Science, Multidisciplinary Studies, Exploratory program (undecided)  
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Shippensburg University 
Address: 1871 Old Main Drive, Shippensburg, PA 17257 
PH: 717-477-1231 FX: 717-477-4016 

EMAIL/INQUIRES: admiss@ship.edu 

Web: www.ship.edu 

Director/Dean of Admissions: Mr. Angelo Lee 
 

 
STUDENT POPULATION: 

UNDERGRADUATE 

Full-time/Part-time 

TOTAL: 

 
6,219/331 

FEMALE: 

 
3,075/176 

MALE: 

 
3,144/155 

 

GRADUATE 

Full-time/Part-time 

 
 

316/682 

 
 

195/402 

 
 

121/280 

 
 

APPLIED STUDENTS, FALL 2014: FR TR 
Number of Applications: 

Received last year 5,950 910 
Accepted last year 4,962 660 

Students who enrolled 1,522 405 
 

ACCEPTED/ENROLLED STUDENTS: 

Average SAT Score (Total class) 

 

 

M 508 

 

 

CR 501 

 

 

WR N/A 
Average Composite ACT Score 21   
Average GPA 

Average Class Rank 

3.0 
Top 40% 

  

 

COST (2014-2015): 

Pennsylvania 

 
 

Out-of-State 

  

Tuition $6,820 Tuition $15,346  
Fees $2,954 Fees $3,174  
Room & Board*   $10,724 

*average double 

Room & Board* $10,724  

 
LOCATION: Shippensburg, PA 

   

 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA: Twitter: https://twitter.com/shippensburgU 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SHIPAdmissions 

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/ShippensburgUniv 

CAMPUS UPDATES: New residence halls, updates to the CUB (Ceddia Student Union Building) 

MAJORS: 
Most Popular: Education, Business, Criminal Justice, and Psychology 
Selective: Science programs, and PreK-4 Education 

Unique: Engineering programs 
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Slippery Rock University 
Address: 1 Morrow Way, Slippery Rock, PA  16057 
PH: (724) 738-2015 FX: (724) 738-2913 
EMAIL/INQUIRES: asktherock@sru.edu    
Web: www.sru.edu  
Director/Dean of Admissions: Michael May, Director of Undergraduate Admissions 
 
 
STUDENT POPULATION:  TOTAL:   FEMALE:  MALE: 
UNDERGRADUATE            

Full-time/Part-time   7,224 / 398 56.9%  43.1%     
 

GRADUATE 418 / 500   72.9%               27.1%  
Full-time/Part-time     
 
APPLIED STUDENTS, FALL 2014:    FR   TR 
Number of Applications:     
Received last year     5,815        1,184     
Accepted last year     3,794   782 
Students who enrolled     1,597   557 
 
ACCEPTED/ENROLLED STUDENTS: 

Average SAT Score (Total class)   M 505  CR 498  WR N/A 
Average Composite ACT Score   22 
Average GPA     3.42 
Average Class Rank    76% in Top Half of Graduating Class 

 
COST (2014-2015): 

Pennsylvania     Out-of-State 

Tuition  $6,820.00   Tuition  $13,640.00 / $10,230.00 (with a 3.0 GPA) 
Fees  $2,548.84   Fees  $2,768.84 
Room & Board* $9,794.00   Room & Board* $9,794.00 
 *average double 
 
LOCATION: Located in western Pennsylvania, fifty miles north of Pittsburgh: exit 105 off I-79 and ten miles from the 
        intersection of Interstates 79 and 80. 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA:  Twitter: @slipperyrocku 
   Facebook: www.facebook.com/RockAdmissions  
   YouTube: www.youtube.com/SRUAdmissions   
 
CAMPUS UPDATES: 25% increase in merit scholarships for new students in 2015-16; $750,000 awarded annually as 
   need-based Rock Opportunity Scholarships; SRU vs. Mercyhurst football game Oct. 18 at the 
   University of Michigan (largest college football stadium in the country) 
  

MAJORS: 

Most Popular: Exercise Science, 3+3 Doctorate of Physical Therapy, Athletic Training, Business, Communication, Safety 
Management, Parks & Recreation, Sport Management.  SRU is the only state school to offer Dance as a 
major. 

Selective: Pre-Osteopathic Medicine (LECOM), Pre-Pharmacy (LECOM), Exercise Science.  Dance and Music majors 
require audition. 

Unique: Pre-Professional programs (3+2) with formal agreements in engineering with Penn State, WVU, and 
Youngstown State University.  Excellent FYRST program (a transitional program for new freshmen); 
Honors Program; Study Abroad Program (semester and year programs, internship and student teaching 
experiences, class/club spring break trips). 
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West Chester University 
Address: 100 West Rosedale Avenue, West Chester, Pa 19383 
PH: 610-436-3411 FX: 610-436-2907 
EMAIL/INQUIRES: ugadmiss@wcupa.edu  
Web: www.wcupa.edu  
Director/Dean of Admissions: Ms. Marsha Haug 
 
 
STUDENT POPULATION:  TOTAL:   FEMALE:   MALE:   
     16,091     
UNDERGRADUATE   13,849  8,298                  5,551 
Full-time/Part-time   12,582/1,267                      
 
GRADUATE TOTAL:                              FEMALE:   MALE:      
 2,242                                 1,521  721 
Full-time/Part-time    842/1400     
 
APPLIED STUDENTS, FALL 2014    FR   TR 
Number of Applications:        
Received last year     14,971  3,621  
Accepted last year     7,108    2,061 
Students who enrolled     2,351    1,331  
 
ACCEPTED/ENROLLED STUDENTS: 
Average SAT Score (Total class)   M 532  CR 542    WR 524 
Average Composite ACT Score   24 
Average GPA     3.51 
Average Class Rank    66%ile  
 
COST (2014-2015): 
Pennsylvania     Out-of-State 
Tuition  $6,820    Tuition  $17,050 
Fees  $2,323.80   Fees  $2,543.80 
Room & Board* $11,826   Room & Board*   $11,826 
 *average cost of University Student Housing 
 
LOCATION: Southeastern Pennsylvania; 25 miles west of Philadelphia, 17 miles north of Wilmington, DE. 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA:  Twitter: www.twitter.com/AdmissionsWCUPA  
   Facebook: www.facebook.com/wcuadmissions  
   YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/WCUofPA  
 
CAMPUS UPDATES: Continued installation of one of the largest geothermal cooling and heating systems in the country. 

Once completed, this state-of-the-art system will provide natural temperature control for each of 
the academic, student support services, and residence hall buildings on campus.       
Commonwealth Hall, opened in Fall 2014, houses over 650 students in private and semi-private 
suites. 

MAJORS: 
Most Popular:  Exercise Science: Pre-Physical Therapy, Music, Early Grades preparation PK-4, Early Grades 
   Preparation PK-4/Special Education, Pre-Business programs, Psychology, Nursing  
Selective:  Athletic Training, Communication Studies, Communicative Sciences and Disorders, Computer 
   Science, Early Grades Preparation PK-4, Early Grades Preparation PK-4/Special Education, 
   Nursing, Nutrition and Dietetics, Physics-Engineering, Pre-Business, Pharmaceutical Product 
   Development, Pre-Medical (Chemistry-Biology), and Psychology 
Unique:   Pharmaceutical Product Development 

[ � ]67



College Name

Location 
•distance from home

Size 
•student population, size of campus

Environment 
•school setting 
•nearest city

Admissions Requirements 
•deadline 
•test required 
•GPA requirements 
•do you fit academically?

Academics 
•do they offer your major? 
•variety of majors 
•special requirements 
•class sizes

Housing 
•quality of residence halls, meal plans, 
off-campus housing

Activities 
•clubs, organizations, athletics-
intramurals, social activities/
opportunities

Campus Visit

Expenses 
•tuition, room & board, fees 

Financial Aid

Facilities 
•academic, recreational, social

Transportation Options 
•public transportation, campus 
transportation

Campus Safety 
•security program

Overall Rating 
(1 poor - 5 great)

College Comparison Worksheet
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College Name

Application Deadline 
•record date

Accepts the Common Application

Application Submitted 
•record date sent

Essay !
Admission/Placement Test 

•record date

Inform your school counselor that 
you applied 

•record date

SAT 
•record date sent !

SAT Subject Tests 
•record date sent

ACT 
•record date sent

Recommendations!
•date requested

Transcripts  
•record date requested

Interview 
•record date

Open House Dates 
•record dates

Application fee 
•record date paid

Portfolio 
•record date sent 

Audition 
•record date

Financial Aid  
•FAFSA submitted - record date 
•institutional forms sent-record date

College Application Tracker
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Albright College Reading http://www.albright.edu 610-921-2391
Allegheny College Meadville http://www.alleg.edu 814-332-3100
Alvernia College Reading http://www.alvernia.edu 1-888-258-37642
American College Bryn Mawr http:/www.theamericancollege.edu 1-888-263-7265
Arcadia College Glenside http://www.arcadia.edu 1-877-272-2342
Baptist Bible College Clarks Summit http://www.bbc.edu 570-586-2400
Bloomsburg University Bloomsburg http://www.bloomu.edu 570-389-4000
Bryn Athyn College Bryn Athyn http://www.brynathyn.edu 215-938-2543
Bryn Mawr College Bryn Mawr http://www.brynmawr.edu 610-526-5000
Bucknell University Lewisburg http://www.bucknell.edu 570-577-2000
Cabrini College Radnor http://www.cabrini.edu 610-902-8100
California University California http://www.cup.edu 724-938-4000
Carlow University Pittsburgh http://www.carlow.edu 1-800-333-227569
Carnegie Mellon University Pittsburgh http://www.cmu.edu 412-268-2082
Cedar Crest College Allentown http://www.cedarcrest.edu 1-800-360-1222
Central Pennsylvania College Summerdale http://www.centralpenn.edu 1-800-759-2727
Chatham College Pittsburgh http://www.chatham.edu 412-365-1100
Chestnut Hill College Philadelphia http://www.chc.edu 215-248-7001
Cheyney University Cheyney http://www.cheyney.edu 1-800-243-9639
Clarion University Clarion http://www.clarion.edu 1-800-672-7171
College Misericordia Dallas http://www.misericordia.edu 570-674-6400
Curtis Institute of Music Philadelphia http://www.curtis.edu 215-893-5252
Delaware Valley College Doylestown http://www.devalcol.edu 215-345-1500
DeSales University Center Valley http://www.desales.edu 610-282-1100
Devry University Pittsburgh http://www.allbusinessschool.com 1-866-773-3879
Dickinson College Carlisle http://www.dickinson.edu 717-243-5121
Drexel University Philadelphia http://www.drexel.edu 215-895-2400
Duquesne University Pittsburgh http://www.duq.edu 1-800-456-0590
East Stroudsburg University East Stroudsburg http://www3.esu.edu 570-422-3211
Eastern University St. David's http://www.eastern.edu 610-341-5800
Edinboro University of PA Edinboro http://webs.edinboro.edu 1-888-846-2676
Elizabethtown College Elizabethtown http://www.etown.edu 717-361-1400
Franklin & Marshall College Lancaster http://www.fandm.edu 717-291-3911
Gannon University Erie http://www.gannon.edu 1-800-426-6668
Geneva College Beaver Falls http://www.geneva.edu 724-846-5100
Gettysburg College Gettysburg http://www.gettysburg.edu 717-337-6000
Gratz College Melrose Park http://www.gratzcollege.edu 1-800-475-4635
Grove City College Grove City http://www.gcc.edu 724-458-2000
Gwynedd Mercy College Gwynedd Valley http://www.gmc.edu 215-646-7300
Haverford College in PA Haverford http://www.haverford.edu 610-896-1000
Holy Family University Philadelphia http://www.holyfamily.edu 215-637-7700
Immaculata College Immaculata http://www.immaculata.edu 1-877-428-6329
Indiana University of PA Indiana http://www.iup.edu 724-357-2100
Juniata College Huntingdon http://www.juniata.edu 814-641-3000
Keystone College La Plume http://www.keystone.edu 1-877-426-55343
Kings College Wilkes-Barre http://www.kings.edu 1-888-546-4772
Kutztown University Kutztown http://www.kutztown.edu 610-683-4000
Lafayette College Easton http://www.lafayette.edu 610-330-5000
La Roche College Pittsburgh http://www.laroche.edu 1-800-838-4572
Lancaster Bible College Lancaster http://www.lbc.edu 1-800-544-7335
LaSalle University Philadelphia http://www.lasalle.edu 215-951-1000
Lebanon Valley College Annville http://www.lvc.edu 1-866-582-4236
Lehigh University Bethlehem http://www3.lehigh.edu 610-758-3000
Lincoln University Lincoln http:///www.lincoln.edu 610-932-8300
Lock Haven University of PA Lock Haven http:///www.lhup.edu 570-893-2011

Alphabetical List of Colleges in Pennsylvania Page 13
Lycoming College Williamsport http://www.lycoming.edu 570-321-4000

Colleges in Pennsylvania
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Lycoming College Williamsport http://www.lycoming.edu 570-321-4000
Manor College Jenkintown http://www.manor.edu 215-884-2216
Mansfield University Mansfield http://www.mansfield.edu 570-662-4000
Marywood University Scranton http://www.marywood.edu 1-866-279-9663
Mercyhurst College Erie http://www.mercyhurst.edu 814-824-2000
Messiah College Grantham http://www.messiah.edu 717-766-2511
Millersville University Millersville http://muweb.millersville.edu 717-872-3011
Moore College of Art & Design Philadelphia http://www.moore.edu 215-965-4000
Moravian College Bethlehem http://www.moravian.edu 610-861-1300
Mount Aloysius College Cresson http://www.mtaloy.edu 1-888-823-2220
Muhlenberg College Allentown http://www.muhlberg.edu 484-664-3100
Neumann College Aston http://www.neumann.edu 1-800-638-6266
Pennsylvania College of Art & Design      Lancaster http://www.pcad.edu 717-396-7833
Pennsylvania College of Optometry Elkins Park http://www.pco.edu 215-780-1400
Pennsylvania State University
   Abington Abington http://www.abington.psu.edu 215-881-7300
   Altoona Altoona http://www.aa.psu.edu 1-800-848-9843
   Beaver Beaver http://www.br.psu.edu 1-877-564-6778
   Behrend College, Erie Erie http://www.pserie.psu.edu 1-866-374-3378
   Berks Reading http://www.bk.psu.edu 610-396-6000
   College of Medicine Hershey http://www.hmc.psu.edu 1-800-243-1455
   Commonwealth College University Park http://www.cwc.psu.edu 814-863-0327
   Delaware County Media http://www.de.psu.edu 610-892-1200
   Dickinson School of Law Carlisle http://www.dsl.psu.edu 1-800-840-1122
   DuBois DuBois http://www.ds.psu.edu 1-800-346-7627
   Fayette Uniontown http://www.fe.psu.edu 724-430-4100
   Great Valley Malvem http://www.gv.psu.edu 610-648-3399
   Harrisburg Middletown http://www.hbg.psu.edu 717-948-6250
   Hazleton Hazleton http://www.hn.psu.edu 570-450-3000
   Lehigh Valley Fogelsville http://www.lv.psu.edu 610-258-2500
   McKeesport McKeesport http://www.mk.psu.edu 412-675-9048
   Mont Alto Mont Alto http://www.ma.psu.edu 717-749-6000
   New Kensington Upper Burrell http://www.nk.psu.edu 1-888-968-7297
   Pennsylvania College of Technology        Williamsport http://www.pct.edu 1-800-367-9222
   Schuylkill Schuylkill Haven http://www.sl.psu.edu 570-385-6252
   Shenango Sharon http://www.shenango.psu.edu 724-983-2803
   University Park (main campus) University Park http://www.psu.edu 814-865-5471
   Wilkes-Barre Wilkes-Barre http://www.wb.psu.edu 570-675-9238
   Worthington Scranton Dunmore http://www.sn.psu.edu 570-963-2500
   York York http://www.yk.psu.edu 1-800-778-6227
Philadelphia Biblical University Langhorne http://www.pbu.edu 1-800-366-0049
Philadelphia University Philadelphia http://www.philau.edu 215-951-2700
Point Park University Pittsburgh http://www.pointpark.edu 1-800-321-0129
Robert Morris College Pittsburgh http://www.rmu.edu 1-800-762-0097
Rosemont College Rosemont http://www.rosemont.edu 1-888-276-736668
Saint Francis University Loretto http://www.francis.edu 814-472-3000
Saint Joseph's University Philadelphia http://www.sju.edu 610-660-1000
Saint Vincent College Latrobe http://www.stvincent.edu 724-532-6600
Seton Hill College Greensburg http://www.setonhill.edu 1-800-826-6234
Shippensburg University Shippensburg http://www.ship.edu 717-477-7447
Slippery Rock University Slippery Rock http://www.sru.edu 1-800-778-9111
Susquehanna University Selinsgrove http://www.susqu.edu 570-374-0101
Swarthmore College Swathmore http://www.swar thmore.edu 610-328-8000
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Temple University Philadelphia http://www.temple.edu 215-204-7000
Thiel College Greenville http://www.thiel.edu 1-800-248-4435
Thomas Jefferson University Philadelphia http://www.jefferson.edu 215-955-6000
United States Army War College Carlisle http://www.carlisle.army.mil 717-245-4101
University of Pennsylvania Philadelphia http://www.upenn.edu 215-898-5000
University of Pittsburgh
   Bradford Bradford http://www.upb.pitt.edu 814-362-7500
   Greensburg Greensburg http://www.upg.pitt.edu 724-837-7040
   Johnstown Johnstown http://www.upj.pitt.edu 814-269-7000
   Oakland (main campus) Pittsburgh http://www.pitt.edu 412-624-4141
University of Scranton Scranton http://matrix.scranton.edu 570-941-7400
University of the Arts Philadelphia http://www.uarts.edu 1-800-616-2787
University of the Sciences in Philadelphia     Philadelphia http://www.usip.edu 215-596-8800
Ursinus College Collegeville http://www.ursinus.edu 610-409-3000
Valley Forge Christian College Phoenixville http://www.vfcc.edu 1-800-432-8322
Villanova University Villanova http://www.villanova.edu 610-519-4000
Washington and Jefferson College Washington http://www.washjeff.edu 1-888-926-3529
Waynesburg College Waynesburg http://www.waynesburg.edu 1-800-225-7393
West Chester University West Chester http://www.wcupa.edu 610-436-1000
Westminster College New Wilmington http://www.westminster.edu 1-800-942-8033
Westminster Theological Seminary Glenside http://www.wts.edu 1-800-373-0119
Widener University Chester http://www.widener.edu 1-888-943-3637
Wilkes University Wilkes-Barre http://www.wilkes.edu 1-800-945-5378
Wilson College Chambersburg http://www.wilson.edu 717-264-4141
York College of PA York http://www.ycp.edu 717-846-7788

Shippensburg University 
Shippensburg, Pennsylvania!

Keystone College 
La Plume, Pennsylvania!
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Technical Schools - 
Central Pennsylvania 
• Altoona School of Commerce   

• Central PA School of Massage, Inc.  

• Empire Beauty Schools  

• Franklin Academy

• ICT School of Welding  

• Learning and Evaluation Center  

• McCann School of Business  

• Newport Business Institute  

• Pruonto’s Hair Design Institute  

• South Hills Business School
!
Technical Schools - 
South Central Pennsylvania 
• Academy of Medical Arts and  Business

• Alt. Conj. Clinic & School of  Massage Therapy

• Computer Learning Network  

• Consolidated School of Business  

• DeReille Design Works Academy  

• Electronics Institutes  

• ITT Technical Institute  

• JFC Career Development Institute  

• MTA Schools

• Northumberland County Area School  of Business

• Thompson Institute  York Technical Institute 

• Yorktowne Business Institute
!
Technical Schools - 
Southeast Pennsylvania 
• Berks Real Estate Institute  

• Lancaster School of Cosmetology  

• Lebanon County Career School  

• Pace Institute  

• Pennsylvania Broadcast Institute  

• Randy Rick Beauty Academy
!
2-Year Colleges !
• Albert Einstein Medical Center -  

	 	 School of Radiologic Tech

• Antonelli Institute  

• Art Institute of Philadelphia  

• Berks Technical Institute  Bradford School

• Bradley Academy for the Visual Arts  

• Bucks County Community College  

• Butler County Community College  

• C H I Institute

• Cambria County Area Community  College

• Central Pennsylvania Business  School


• Community College of Allegheny  County

• Community College of Beaver  County

• Community College of Philadelphia  

• Dean Institute of Technology  

• Delaware County Community College

• Du Bois Business College  

• Electronic Institutes-Middletown  

• Erie Business Center  

• Erie Business Center

• South Erie Institute of Technology Inc.  

• Harcum College  

• Harrisburg Area Community College

• Hussian School of Art

• Information Computer Systems  Institute

• Jameson Memorial Hospital-School of Nursing

• Johnson Technical Institute  

• Keystone College  

• Lackawanna Junior College  

• Lehigh Carbon Community College 

• Lincoln Technical Institute  

• Manor Junior College  

• Median School of Allied Health Careers

• Montgomery County Community  College

• Oakbridge Academy of Arts  

• Peirce College  

• Pennco Tech

• Pennsylvania Institute of Culinary  Arts

• Pennsylvania Institute of  Technology

• Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics  

• Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science  

• Pittsburgh Technical Institute

• Reading Area Community College  

• Remington Education Center  

• Sawyer School  

• Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology

• Valley Forge Military College  

• Westmoreland County Community College

• Williamson Free Trade School  

• Yeshivath Beth Moshe  

• Yorktowne Business Institute


2-Year & Technical Colleges in PA
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R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  R e q u e s t  F o r m

Student Requesting Letter _________________________________________________

Date Requesting ________________________ Date Required _________________________

Identify the purpose of this reference: 

Employment 

College Application (list intended major below) 

_____________________________________________ 

Scholarship 

General Letter of Reference

List four words that 
describe you: 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________

GPA  
(4.0 weighted scale): 

______________ 

Class Rank 

#_______ of _______

List the names of the colleges, scholarships, employer to which this letter should be addressed 

     ____________________________________________________          ____________________________________________________ 

     ____________________________________________________          ____________________________________________________

Clubs/Sports/Extracurricular involvement 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________

Leadership Experience 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________

Community Service/Volunteer Projects 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________

Awards/Recognition 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________

Work Experience (list dates & employer) 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________

Church/Religious Involvement 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________

Extracurricular or Significant Experiences 

What are some extracurricular, community service, leadership, or other significant experiences that 
you are involved in that you would like mentioned in your letter?  Anything that is positive and makes you 
stand apart from others is valuable. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

••• Allow a teacher, counselor, or administrator a minimum of 2 weeks to complete a reference letter •••
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R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  R e q u e s t  F o r m

Student Requesting Letter _________________________________________________

Date Requesting ________________________ Date Required _________________________

Identify the purpose of this reference: 

Employment 

College Application (list intended major below) 

_____________________________________________ 

Scholarship 

General Letter of Reference

List four words that 
describe you: 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________

GPA  
(4.0 weighted scale): 

______________ 

Class Rank 

#_______ of _______

List the names of the colleges, scholarships, employer to which this letter should be addressed 

     ____________________________________________________          ____________________________________________________ 

     ____________________________________________________          ____________________________________________________

Clubs/Sports/Extracurricular involvement 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________

Leadership Experience 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________

Community Service/Volunteer Projects 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________

Awards/Recognition 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________

Work Experience (list dates & employer) 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________

Church/Religious Involvement 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________

Extracurricular or Significant Experiences 

What are some extracurricular, community service, leadership, or other significant experiences that 
you are involved in that you would like mentioned in your letter?  Anything that is positive and makes you 
stand apart from others is valuable. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

••• Allow a teacher, counselor, or administrator a minimum of 2 weeks to complete a reference letter •••
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WHAT CAN NAVIANCE PROVIDE? 

• College exploration 
• Scholarship searches 
• Career exploration & assessments 
• Personality inventories 
• Resume building 

Naviance Family Connection 
connection.naviance.com/lebanonshs

HOW DO I ACCESS NAVIANCE? 
1. Go to connection.naviance.com/lebanonshs 
2. Log in (the same as used to log into iPads & Schoology) 

• Username = everything before the @ symbol in your LHS 
account email — this will consist of the first 3 letters of your 
last name followed by 3 numbers 

• Password = standard LHS account password — this will 
consist of the first 3 letters of your last name followed by 
your lunch number 

http://connection.naviance.com/lebanonshs
http://connection.naviance.com/lebanonshs

